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NEWS

REVOLVING DOORS
By Penelope Marshall

Covid-19 has
drastically changed many
people’s lives across the
world. Here in Ohio, local
businesses were forced
to change most of how
they operate including
Worthington businesses like
The Candle Lab, Marcy’s
Clayground, and Golden
Corral.
The Candle Lab, a
Columbus-based company,
has been operating in seven
locations for over ten years.
The store focuses on selling
candles and providing the

opportunity for customers
to create their own signature
scents making it perfect for
fun events with family or
friends; it has become the
location of many happy
memories for Ohioans.
At the beginning of
the pandemic in mid-March,
due to new state guidelines
that discouraged nonessential
businesses from staying open,
the Candle Lab decided to
close its doors with no plan
of when it would be possible
to open again. According to
the company’s Instagram

“we feel fortunate that we can
continue to operate during what is
a remarkably challenging time”
-The Candle Lab

Photo by Jason King

and Facebook, they shifted to
taking online orders for three
months. In a post to their blog
on their website, they wrote
that with “Ohio Governor Mike
DeWine’s announcement that
retail shops such as The Candle
Lab are allowed to reopen
beginning May 12,” they had
been giving “[their] plan a lot
of thought” and they decided
to wait before reopening “out
of an abundance of caution
and care.” It wasn’t until June
11th that they finally followed
suit, opening all of their Ohio
locations. After only eight
weeks though, they were forced
to close again because “it was
becoming increasingly difficult
to manage store operations
… some customers weren’t as
agreeable to the mask mandate
as we would have liked, and
that took a toll on our team and
impacted the safety of other
guests,” stated Sarah Chait,
Director of Marketing at the
THE RAVINE - SPECIAL EDITION 2020
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Candle Lab.
In September, after
reviewing and revising
their safety guidelines,
they made the decision to
open only their Grandview
location. Chait explained
that they “initially reopened
Grandview only as we
thought it best to start with
just one store and see how
that went, and Grandview
is our largest and busiest
location.” After about a
month with no further
complications, all locations
reopened again on October
7th.

For the time being,
the Candle Lab is asking
customers to wear their
masks and maintain social
distancing while in-store.
They state on their website
that they “believe that scent
plays a key role in our daily
experiences.” Wearing a
mask fortunately does not
affect one’s ability to smell.
Chait stated that “we’ve
found that you can smell
through a mask.” Along with
this, customers are being
asked to social distance from
other parties and the Candle
Lab employees and they are

also not accepting parties with
a large number of people.
So far, the Candle Lab has not
had any cases out of their
employees, although they did
have “a couple of scares but
the tests came back negative,”
says Chait. Luckily, the majority
of customers “are more than
happy to comply with whatever
is needed to keep people safe
and the stores open,” Chait
states. She expressed that “we
consider it a privilege to have
served our communities for
more than ten years, and we feel
fortunate that we can continue
to operate during what is a

Many businesses hope to find new ways to reopen before they close for good.
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“we are closing permanently as of September
30, 2020, all painted items are for sale”

-Marcy’s Clayground

remarkably challenging
time … We are so thankful
to our customers for their
continued support.”
Previously one of the
biggest chains of buffetstyle restaurants, Golden
Corral has been struggling
more than most chains
throughout the pandemic.
According to “Golden
Corral Starts Reopening,
Without the Buffet,”
“Federal guidelines suggest
that self-service options
not be reopened.” This
includes Golden Corral.
This precedent has forced
most buffet-style chains to
switch to take-out or online
orders, but some decided
to declare bankruptcy. For
Golden Corral, they took
a different and ambitious
approach to the situation.
They decided to shift to
cafeteria-style, where “staff
serve customers the food
they request, eliminating the
need for customers to touch
utensils,” states the same
article. “Golden Corral said
its opening would be done

on a ‘location-by-location
basis,’” so eventually it will
reopen everywhere with its
new format. According to an
article on Golden Corral and
its competitors’ sales, most
buffet-style restaurants over
the years have seen rapidly
declining sales, so this is most
likely a good move for Golden
Corral long term as well.
Marcy’s Clayground,
home to countless birthday
parties and get-togethers
recently announced its
closure, with the date set
as September 30th. It was
“a paint-your-own-pottery
studio” where customers were
given the chance to paint a
variety of clay sculptures,
pots, plates, mugs, and more
and would receive their
creations from the kiln in
under a week, as stated
in Marcy’s Clayground’s
Facebook page. According
to a customer who visited
Marcy’s Clayground prior to
their closure announcement,
they were told that shipments
were slowing down and the
employees were doubtful they

would keep their jobs much
longer. Only about a week
later, they reported they were
closing on their facebook,
saying, “We are closing
permanently as of September
30, 2020, all painted items
are for sale,” and hanging up
large signs outside their store
announcing the closure. While
stores such as the Candle Lab
and Golden Corral found ways
to adapt and make it through
the pandemic, Marcy’s
Clayground was unable to stay
afloat.
So many businesses
have faced hardships that
they never saw coming due
to the pandemic. It has taken
hard work and selflessness for
businesses to stay on track
during this wearisome time. As
the pandemic has continued,
many citizens and companies
are looking for creative ways
to stay open and support
business in need.
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A New Meaning to
Togetherness
By Lauren Gulden										
Art By Hunter McElroy and jason King

Houses seemed incredibly smaller than they ever have before
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by Jason King

Six months in close captivity
lead to unavoidable new
routines and everchanging
activities within households.

On Thursday, March 12th
2020, the day began as
normal. Parents went to work
and students attended school.
During this time, we walked
maskless around the school
with only some understanding
of the Coronavirus. In the
eighth period, I stood in
Worthington Kilbourne’s
scene shop located in the
performing arts/music wing.
Our theatre play, “Almost,
Maine,” had been cancelled
by our director just minutes
before and my friend had
been religiously watching
Governor Mike Dewine’s
meetings on his phone the
entire week. He abruptly
bustled into the scene shop
and exclaimed to us
that school was going
to be cancelled for two
weeks after ‘tomorrow’
which meant our last
day of school before
the ‘break’ would be,
and was, Friday, March
13th 2020. As students,
we had never heard of
anything as strange as

this and our reactions were
celebratory and excited.
Quick relief turned into
disbelief and then creation
of a new normal. “After a
few days with school being
out and watching the news,
and realizing, ‘Wow, we are
truly in a serious pandemic,’”
stated Bethany Parsons, a
mother of two boys (one of
which is in high school and
the other in middle school).
“We made the decision that
no one is going anywhere,
unless necessary. I pretty
much just let [my sons] do
as much screen time as they
wanted and sleep when they
wanted. They played video
games online with friends
and cousins all night, slept
half the day away to get back
up and start gaming. They
were lucky to be connected
with a lot of different people
through online games. . . we
knew it was temporary and
it was okay. . . we moved into

we knew it was
temporary and it
was okay

-Bethany Parsons
THE RAVINE - SPECIAL EDITION 2020
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It was a normal
day when it
happened
Senior at WKHS, Zach Bailey was
also found in the excited crowd
of teenagers: “Eighth period had
just gotten out and I was walking
through the language hallway
towards the engineering staircase. .
. I remember being surprised and in
disbelief, but at the same time, I was
easily caught up in the excitement
that crowded the hallways.” All
Kilbourne students knew was that
we had an extra two-weeks added
onto our spring break in front of
us. Little did we know that a long
six months later we would be in a
similar situation.
With offices, schools, and
daycares closed, Americans found
themselves sheltered in their
homes, many of them spending
more time with their families than
they ever have in the past. The first
hurdle for parents was the ability to
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work and monitor their
children at the same time.
Allison Grove has four
children, each of various
ages, different grades
and schools: “I quickly
learned that I would
be working from home
which alleviated any child
care concerns in those
moments.”
Parents weren’t the
only ones who had to deal
with this new structure.
For many students,
juggling siblings, school,
and parents was a new
dynamic and not an easy
one to navigate. Junior
at WKHS, Toren Smith
expected the call off from
school: “It was a normal
day when it happened. . .
It wasn’t really a surprise.
I originally thought
it would be easy for
everyone in my home.”
Smith has two younger
sisters, and soon learned
that a teenager’s life in
quarantine can get pretty
crowded.“Me and my
parents picked up on the
routine quickly because
I started working but it
has taken my sister a little
getting used to. We all
were stationed in different
rooms for minimal
distractions.”

While some
families isolated, others
spent even more time
together. Bailey was
joyous about being
with family as he spoke,
“I remember being
somewhat excited?
Just looking forward to
having all this time with
my family because I’m
a senior this year and
I’ll be out on my own
more and more as time
progresses.” This time
was good to him because
of his personal bedroom:
“I do not share a
bedroom, thankfully. As
living with nine people
can yield feelings of
being ‘smothered, I am
very very very thankful
that I have a space for
my own. My room is my
retreat and a place that I
cherish.”
As quarantine went on,
what was once a fun
break became more of
an experiment in family
togetherness.
WKHS Junior
Evelyn Bomsta was
surprised: “I used
to really hate having
siblings and I thought
they would take
everything from me but
it was actually nice to

have my sister [sophomore Brielle
Bomsta] with me. We really
bonded over quarantine.”
Some families developed
certain routines and others’ lives
continued mostly normally: “For
entertainment, we were watching
a lot of TV,” explained Grove.
“Kids were playing a lot of
video games and facetiming with
their friends. . . We didn’t really
develop any routines. My spouse
and I were/are both working
from home so we did our best in

Family time isn’t all fun and games
by Hunter mcelroy
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working with the kids but
ultimately, we just tried to
avoid chaos from ensuing.”
Parsons found it
difficult to balance school
and home for her son:
“[My son,] Onslo was
so far behind in math,
I contacted his tutor to
make sure we could meet
at the library and get
him caught up before
the break, I wanted
everything turned in
before we left school,
because I was nervous
the teacher would fail him
and he would get that
much further behind. I
was not that concerned
and felt like the school
was overreacting and we
would be back in school
shortly; we had been
so busy I was looking
forward to not running
for a minute. I even told
the boys we might go
stay with my parents, go
to Get Air a day and find
some fun stuff to do.”
Along with routines came
chores. In Bailey’s house
with six siblings there had
to be some kind of order
to the madness: “One
thing that came out of
quarantine was specific,
established, rotating
chore charts. Obviously
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“We really
bonded over
quarantine”
-Evelyn Bomsta

as everyone was home
nearly 24/7, there were
a lot more messes, dishes
generated, food needed to
be cooked, etc, so in order
to maintain a functional
household, we, the oldest
three kids, the ‘bigs’, had
to step up to come up
with these ways to keep
order,” stated Bailey.
Some family members
even split ways during
the day: “I do think it is
interesting, before the
pandemic we almost ate
together at dinner every
single night, maybe a
day here or there that
we would not have a
family dinner. I am not
sure how, when or why it
started, but we don’t eat
together anymore, except
occasionally,” stated
Parsons.
As family dynamics
evolved with quarantine,
they evolve yet again as
the country and schools
open with restrictions.
The new normal is being
replaced with an equally
new life, one in which
families will yet again
need to find ways to keep
order and sanity.

COVER

ONE MASK:
divided

By Sam Norton
Art by Hunter McElroy
and Jason King
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“...very much
under control in
the USA.”
Covid-19 has now been
ravaging through the United
States for six months, and there
doesn’t seem to be an end in
sight. As we enter into the fall
months, life here in the States
does not look much different
than it did in the spring. Yet this
is not the case in other countries
around the world. Many other
countries are slowly returning
to normalcy, with restrictions
being lifted, gatherings
increasing, and more socializing
allowed. So why is it that we are
so behind the rest of the world
when it has come to controlling
the virus?
According to the World
Health Organization (WHO),
the United States of America
leads the world in confirmed
cases, with just over 7.3 million
as of September 29. At the
time of publication, this is
significantly more cases than the
second highest country, India,
which has about 6.7 million
cases. This leads to the question,
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why does the United States
have so many more cases than
countries with almost four times
as many people? The answer to
this question can be found in the
way that our country, both its
people and its government, have
responded to COVID-19.
The United States
government was initially hesitant
towards shutting the country
down. In February, the Trump
administration was very adamant
about having the virus under
control, with President Trump
tweeting on February 24th, “The
Coronavirus is very much under
control in the USA. We are in
contact with everyone and all
relevant countries. CDC & World
Health have been working hard
and very smart. Stock Market
starting to look very good to
me!” Yet within the next couple
of weeks, everything changed.
Thousands of cases started to
pop up and hundreds of people
died. The country started truly
shutting down in mid-March.

declared a national emergency,
stores closed down, and school
districts across the country, including
Worthington, closed their buildings
and moved to online classes.
COVID-19 is now the biggest issue
in the country.
Locking down the country
was a very abrupt and impactful
decision that was met with very
mixed responses. Zach Peterson, an
assistant principal at Worthington
Kilbourne gave his perspective on
the tough decisions that had to be
made: “I felt we took an aggressive
approach at first, but then I realized
that it was necessary to shut down.
The difficult part was this was all
new. Nobody has ever done this
before, every teacher, even veterans,
felt like they were a new teacher,”
explained Peterson. “There were
so many hard decisions that then
had to be made. Should sports still
be going on with remote learning?
What should be done about the
kids with immunocompromised
family members? There were just

so many different factors that
us Administrators and boards
had to consider.” But the danger
was real, and kids went to online
school as life started to slow and
shut down.
Following the national
emergency, cases rose for another
month but then began to decline
as the lockdown took its effect.
According to WHO, on June 5th,
the United States had its lowest
confirmed cases per day since
the end of March, with 14,583.
However, it is also about this time
that across the country governors
decided to open up their states
again, and along with the lift on
lockdown comes a huge surge
in cases, with a daily high of
74,354 cases reported on July
19th, just over a month after our
lowest. Many other countries,
including Spain, South Korea, and
even China were able to curb the
danger and minimize the effects
of COVID-19. According to the
March 22nd New York Times

“There were so many
hard decisions...”
-Zach Peterson
THE RAVINE - SPECIAL EDITION 2020
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article, “Coronavirus
Can Be Stopped Only
By Harsh Steps, Experts
Say,” it is revealed
how China put a near
complete lockdown on
Wuhan with only a few
hundred cases and with
heavy support from
the government. South
Korea tested 210,000
citizens (2.3 million
American citizens by
percent of population)
while the United States
had only tested 9,000.
In Italy, police were on
the streets to enforce
the strict stay-athome policies. Other
countries around the
world were taking much
more proactive steps to
combat the virus.
Therefore, this
raises the question, is
the U.S. government
at fault? WKHS
Government Teacher
Lauren Glaros gave
insight on what
happened in our country:
“In the spring, I felt like
the government response
was appropriate, but
now I wish that the
national government
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“The
difficulty
is that it
became
politicized”
-Lauren
glaros

was stronger backing
up states, that we were
all on the same page,”
she explained. “The
best thing the national
government could have
done was coordinate
national testing and
contact tracing.” So what
happened? Why did
the government fail in
controlling the spread
when it seems they
handled it so well in the
beginning? “In hindsight
I want to say we
shouldn’t have opened up
in the summer, because
we could have saved
more lives in a longer
lockdown, but there was
political pressure on
states to open up,” said
Glaros. “The difficulty is
that it became politicized.
Politicians started
discrediting doctors
and experts, and that
misinformation posed a
whole new challenge.”
This feeling of
disappointment in the
division that overcame
the country was felt
by many. “There just
seems to be so much
divide no matter what

side you’re on. This virus
should have been a human
issue, but instead it turned
into a political one,” admitted
Peterson.
The answer, therefore,
lies in the fact that the United
States of America is the only
country in the world that
turned a global pandemic
into a battle between political
parties and their supporters.
Following politicians’ lead,
some Republicans refused
to believe the virus was
real. Talk of hoaxes and the
ineffectiveness of masks ran
rampant through the party
as some
outwardly
denied
it. Yet
pushing
back were
Democrats,
who would
not let any

Republicans, regardless of what they
personally believed about the virus,
hear an end to their anger and abuse.
It was a problem started by one side
and not appropriately responded to
by the other. The shocking response
by the American government and its
people to an issue that should have
been solved quickly and the refusal
to work together raises disturbing
questions about our country. Could
this complete lack of cooperation
and togetherness be foreshadowing
of a dark road that the U.S. could be
headed down? If we let something
as simple as party lines get in the
way of solving one of the biggest
threats to American safety in its

The USA did not appreciate COVID disrupting it’s life
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