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Editorial Policy
The Ravine is a publication of Worthington
Kilbourne High School, 1499 Hard Road, Columbus,
Ohio. The Ravine is a student-run newspaper
produced by the journalism classes of Worthington
Kilbourne. This publication provides information,
entertainment, and commentary from Worthington
Kilbourne students on matters of school, local, state,
national, and international matters of interest.
Readers may respond to the Ravine through letters
to the editor. An attempt to print all letters will be
made. Letters may not exceed 350 words and must
be signed; the staff reserves the right to edit letters
for length, grammar, invasion of privacy, obscenity,
or potential libel.
Articles do not necessarily reflect the views of
Worthington Kilbourne Faculty, Administrators, the
School Board, or the Worthington community.
Any errors printed in this publication will be
corrected upon the request of parties involved and
will appear in the next issue.
The advisor of this magazine advises the students
who produce this publication. It is the editors who
determine and are responsible for the content of the
publication.
All comments and concerns can be emailed to
jhemmelgarn@wscloud.org or sent to the school
address:
The Ravine
c/o Jessica Hemmelgarn
Worthington Kilbourne High School
1499 Hard Road
Columbus, Ohio 43235
Or you may contact us through our website http://www.wkhsmedia.com

Advertising Policy
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Faculty, Administrators, the School Board, or the
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EDITORIAL

When Someone Says
'New Year,'
What Do You Think?
Written by Rachel Brennan
Resolutions are usually the first
thing that people say when they think of
the new year. People see New Year’s Day
as a chance to start over and be someone
new or start something different. And
with how chaotic 2020 has been, everyone
is looking forward to starting over and
getting to a new year.
Being with friends and family is
also something that people look forward
to when it comes around to New Years.
Mally Hynd, a junior at WKHS, says
her "favorite thing about the new year
is probably seeing family and ripping up
newspapers to use as confetti to throw
at each other.” Throwing New Years
Eve parties and watching the ball drop
at midnight is people’s favorite pastime.
Popping champagne bottles, throwing
around confetti, balloons, and party hats.
Hynd has decided this year her and her
family are “going to watch the ball drop
and Facetime our family instead of seeing
them in person.” With the need to stay

2021 Resolution Ideas
- Pick up a new hobby/skill
- Go on a diet
- Read more books
- Start working out
- Stop procrastinating
- Create a more positive
attitude
- Be more confident in
yourself
- Keep a journal
- Start volunteering
THE RAVINE - DECEMBER 2020
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quarantined this year, a huge party isn’t
really an option. Yet there are still some
fun things you can do to celebrate the
upcoming year:
- Send out invitations for a virtual
party
- Plan a drive-by celebration

Loads of stress can also come with
the thought of the new year. Of course,
everyone is excited for a chance to start
over but jumping into something new can
be extremely stressful and sometimes can
even be a bit scary. And with what’s been
going on this past year, tension and stress
levels have been high and it’s important
to take time for yourself, especially when
coming into a new year.

- Plan a game via Zoom, Skype, etc
- Host a watch party with Netflix,
Amazon Prime
- Have gifts or food delivered to
those who normally come over
- Attend a virtual concert

The New Year can come with
many amazing things and means a chance
to start over for many people. Making
resolutions and throwing parties are a
tradition for celebrating the incoming year
and even with the restrictions this year,
there are still many ways that you can
welcome in the new year along with your
friends and family.

- Make your own family award show

Easy Stress Relievers
- Exercising
- Lighting a candle or incenses
- Jotting it down in a notebook
- Chewing gum
- Making sure to stay connected
with your loved ones
- Listening to music
6
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Sounds of
Quarantine
By Becca Ringel
Photo by Jason King

THE RAVINE - DECEMBER 2020

7

Quarantine music
is trending and
has broken the
silence of solitude.
2020 has led to many albums and
EPs to be released. The pandemic has
caused some artists to press pause on
their music or set the release date back.
Luckily, there have also been artists
who “disappeared” and released music
without people having a clue. Music
is one topic people agree or disagree
with. Just like politics. There were
many albums people were unhappy
with. I know I disliked a couple songs
that have reached the top 10 charts. I
know many people passionate about
music, including me. Everyone has a
say on the music released. Some of
the music that has been on the top
10 charts have had beats that throw
off the lyrics in a poor way. I talk to
multiple students who are quite into
music, and have great opinions to
share on music released this year.
Popular artists who have released
music this year include:

1. Mac Miller- Circles
2. A Boogie- Artist 2.0
3. Justin Bieber- Changes
4. Tame Impala- The Slow Rush
5. Lil Uzi- Eternal Atake
6. Megan Thee Stallion- Suga
7. Conan Gray- Kid Krow
8. The Weeknd- After Hours
9. Taylor Swift- Folklore
10. Lil Yachty- Lil Boat 3
11. Iann Dior- I’m Gone
12. Ariana Grande- Positions
13. Blackbear- Everything Means Nothing
14. Drake- Dark Lane Demo Tapes
15. Trippie Redd- Pegasus
16. Joji- Nectar
17. Juice WRLD- Legends Never Die
18. KYLE- See You When I Am Famous
19. Lil Peep- HELLBOY
20. Machine Gun Kelly- Tickets To My Downfall
21. Internet Money- B4 The Storm
22. Wallows- Remote
23. Ruel- Bright Lights, Red Eyes
24. Pop Smoke- Shoot For The Stars Aim For The
Moon
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During this pandemic many
musical artists have released albums
or EPs. Music was one of the greatest
gifts during quarantine when there
was nothing else to do and nowhere
to go. I have a mixed variety of music
I listen to. If you were to shuffle my
playlist titled, ALL, the songs would
differ from sad to rap with a click of
a button. I also try to make playlists
for each month that includes music I
enjoyed, released that month.
My top album that was recently
released was Pegasus by Trippie Redd.
He gives fans a large variety of music
in many of his albums, from chill to
loud rap songs. Another one of my
favorite artists, Iann Dior, an upcoming
musician, released an EP titled I’m
Gone. Furthermore, when I asked
around, many were disappointed with
Ariana Grande’s album, Positions.
I think this opinion is reasonable
considering the content of the album.
It has been said that she sold one of
her best songs that was supposed to
be on the album. Sadly I was unable to
find a song I would listen to. Personally
I believe this is one album from 2020
that was over hyped.
Don’t just take my word for
it though. I spoke with a couple of
students who both contrast when it
comes to genres of music about their
top three albums released this year, and
if any of the artists disappointed them
with their releases. I first interviewed
Gabe Porter, a senior. My Turn (Lil
Baby), Shoot For The Stars Aim For
The Moon (Pop Smoke), and Legends
THE RAVINE - DECEMBER 2020
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1-Positions

The Week of November 14, 2020,
Top 10 Albums Of 2020:
6-Emergency Tsunami

Ariana Grande

NAV

2-Shoot For The Stars Aim 7-Legends Never Die
For The Moon

Juice WRLD

Pop Smoke

8-My Turn

3-F*ck Love

Lil Baby

The Kid LAROI

9-Hamiltion
4-What You See Is

Original Broadway Cast

What You Get
Luke Combs

10-Folklore
Taylor Swift

5-Welcome To O’Block
King Von

10

DECEMBER 2020 - THE RAVINE

Never Die (Juice WRLD) were Porter’s
top three albums of this year. Porter
spoke on Lil Baby and how he is “The
best artist out right now and doesn’t
make a bad song when he releases.” Yet
the other two artists, Juice WRLD and
Pop Smoke, sadly passed before their
albums were officially released. An album
that disappointed Porter was Lil Tecca’s,
Virgo World. Gabe “Was hoping this
album would be better than his first one,
from 2018.” I would say Lil Tecca started
off as a one hit wonder with, Ransom.
He was able to get more in the spotlight
when collaborated with Juice WRLD.
I have not listened to any of his other
songs, but maybe I will give Lil Tecca a
chance.
Claire Schutte, is more into
alternative and pop music. Her top
three albums of the year were Folklore
(Taylor Swift), Walls (Louis Tomlinson),
and Bright Lights, and Red Eyes (Ruel).
Taylor Swift is Schutte’s favorite artist
and she believes that “This was her best
album lyrically. There were no bad songs
on this album.” On the other hand, an EP,
Remote, by the Wallows, was not Claire’s
favorite this year. I can agree with this,
as the Wallows have not been impressive
since the release of Nothing Happens in
2019.
This year was quite unexpected,
and we were not quite sure if we
would receive new music. Fortunately,
artists provided a lot more to help us
get through this time together. To say
goodbye to 2020, every year both Spotify
and Apple Music provide their users with
personalized playlists from their 2020. I
personally use Spotify, it gives me a great
experience at the end of the year. I am

always pleased when looking at my statistics
from each year and listening to my curated
playlist just for me. Spotify used a Snapchat
story-like feature. You can tap through your
highlights from this year and save them. You
can also share those statistics with others
through your social media. I am thrilled to
provide you who my top 5 artists were that
got me through this stressful year.

Becca’s Top 5 for 2020
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Independent
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YOUR TIME
BETWEEN
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YOUR TIME
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You finally got the independence
you wanted but how do you
make the most of it? Smarna
Kotti talks to teachers and
DEFINE
YOUR
students
about the
best ways to
PRIORITIES
be successful on your work from
home days.
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SOURCE: WWW.BLOG.DOIST.COM/HOW-TO-PLANYOUR-DAY/
ORGANIZATION:
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"I prioritize
taking care of
"WHILE I WORK I LISTEN TO
myself and I
MINDLESS PODCASTS … BETWEENmake time for
PACKETS OR CLASSES I REWARD
meals, exercising
MYSELF WITH A YOUTUBE VIDEOand relaxing"

ACTING ON DECISIONS

OR A SNACK … PACING AND
PERSONALIZATION"
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"WHILE I WORK I LISTEN TO
MINDLESS PODCASTS … BETWEEN
PACKETS OR CLASSES I REWARD
MYSELF WITH A YOUTUBE VIDEO
OR A SNACK … PACING AND
PERSONALIZATION"

DEFINE YOUR
PRIORITIES
"I also just try and

space out my work
throughout the day so I
stay pretty motivated
and not rushed to get
BUILD
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things
done"
TO-DO LIST
AROUND
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DIVIDE
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WORK AND
and
relaxing"
DECIDE ON A LIFE
PRODUCTIVITY
"I haveMETHOD
a monthly
calendar, a weekly
calendar, and a
SOURCE: WWW.BLOG.DOIST.COM/HOW-TO-PLANYOUR-DAY/
planbook for day to
DEFINEday"
YOUR

2

PLANNING:
MAKING
DECISIONS

4

PRIORITIES
SOURCE: WKHS STUDENTS

BUILD YOUR
TO-DO LIST
AROUND
YOUR GOALS

WKHS TEACHERS

INDEPENDENT
LEARNING DAY
ADVICE
"Set a schedule. Get up around a
certain time, allocate a certain
amount of time for schoolwork,
make a list of questions/concerns to
ask teacher the following day. Email
teachers if it's urgent or time
sensitive"
"Choose a start time, make a list of
objectives and schedule your time.
You can schedule fun time as well,
but don't leave the work out of your
planning. For some students,
scheduling the fun as a reward for
doing the work is a good motivator"
Make a plan that you can stick
to. Don't make yourself do 8
straight hours of schoolwork if
you're never going to adhere to
that. Set realistic goals and
maybe recruit a friend or two to
hold yourselves accountable.

Get up; Make your bed; Take a shower and get
dressed; eat breakfast; sit at a table and crank out
30-40 minutes worth of work in your 2 hardest
classes; take a break (exercise, eat a snack, text your
parents and tell them you love them); go back to
your work space and crank out another 30-40
minutes worth of work in your remaining classes. Be
done for the day. Read a book, exercise some more,
volunteer if possible, clean your room, pay it
forward....

ASK FOR HELP!

DECIDE ON A
PRODUCTIVITY
METHOD

Teachers want you to take advantage of
your connections time!
THE RAVINE - DECEMBER 2020
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FEATURE

A School Year Divided:
Shifts in technology and
Perpective
Written By Malcolm Saas
Photos Courtesty of Pixabay
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IN THE PAST FEW MONTHS
schools all over the country have been
transitioning from remote (online)
classes to the hybrid schedule. For
those unfamiliar with hybrid learning,
it is a system designed to give students
the feeling of a normal school year,
while keeping them socially distanced,
and it is often constructed around
students' last names. The first half of
the alphabet goes one day while the
other half goes the next day. Another
thing different about Hybrid is that
most of the class work turned in by
students is turned in virtually instead
of by hand on sheets of paper. To
make this work, the Worthington City
School District has implemented a new
program called Schoology. Schoology
is essentially just a huge database that
keeps track of homework and tests but
does so over the internet. As students
and teachers have shifted, they have
begun to ask is hybrid than remote?
Connor Asbury, a sophomore
at WKHS gave his perspective on
hybrid learning so far. “I think that
I am learning better in hybrid than I
was learning online. It’s ok, but not
great but it still gets the job done [in
my opinion].” Asbury feels that hybrid
just isn’t as interactive and handson as a traditional classroom setting.
“In hybrid, we can’t do hands-on
activities such as labs and these really
help me learn best, if we don’t have
these, hybrid will stay mediocre in my
opinion.” Even though hybrid is not
the ideal learning environment for him,

Asbury still wants to get something
out of it. “I seek to learn what is
needed to progress in my field of
work [which is civil engineering].”
Another Kilbourne student,
Maggie Stewart, a junior, has a more
positive outlook on hybrid learning.
“I think we are learning enough
in hybrid but I think I definitely
learned more last year when we had
school every day.” Stewart feels that
there isn’t much that could improve
hybrid as it is. “I think hybrid would
be better if we could zoom on our
off days but since that is not a
possibility, I think [the only way we
could make] hybrid better would
be teachers trying their best to
make each day really count because
sometimes kids are only in school
two days a week.” Stewart has big
goals in hybrid and she’s not going
to throw in the towel. “I seek to
accomplish having good grades in
hybrid because at times [I feel like]
I really have to push myself because
I have lost a lot of motivation this
year.”

Students are often
the focus when it
comes to changes in
learning, but they
aren’t the only ones
impacted.
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TEACHERS HAVE HAD TO
SHIFT RAPIDLY
to continue lessons in a variety of
formats - from traditional classroom
learning, to completely online, to
hybrid -a mix of the two with many
safety precautions. Rebecca Watson,
a Spanish Teacher and the Foreign
Language Department Chair, has
had to cut down her curriculum
plan in some of her classes just to
get back on track, and for others
there isn’t much of a change. “For
my advanced courses, I haven't
had to cut content because students
are able to read articles and watch
videos outside of class during their
independent learning time. That
gives us time in class to practice
speaking Spanish and to discuss the
themes we are studying. For my
beginning level classes, I have had
to reduce the vocabulary and spend
more time on the fundamentals than
we normally would. We won't cover
the entire curriculum, but I think
students will be prepared for next
year.”
Lawren Smith, the English
Teacher and Department Chair here
at WKHS, also hasn’t had to change
much to fit the hybrid schedule,
but believes at some point many
teachers at WKHS will have to
make adjustments by the end of the
year. “I don't think I've had to cut
out major parts of the curriculum
but I have, as many teachers have,
had to adjust and change what

16
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Many students’ kitchens have 				
mediums I am using to teach
concepts and standards. I think
English is unique in that we can
use different mediums to teach
the same concepts and standards.
Ultimately, at the end of the year,
I think many of us will have had
to probably cut a few things but I
think we're working exceptionally
hard to make sure it doesn't affect
our students' overall ability to
succeed.”

				

become their new classrooms.

“[Students] needed to see
the importance of doing
the work outside of class.
If they don’t do it, their
grade will suffer.”
- Lawren Smith

Watson says grades
haven’t dropped
enormously and that
hybrid is a great
learning tool for her
students considering
the circumstances, and
that it will prepare
them for the world
outside of school.
“For the most part,
my students are
doing fine this year,
all things considered,
but I have seen more
lower grades than
usual. I have seen a
lot of improvement
in my students since
the beginning of the
year... Overall, I think
that students are
learning valuable life
skills this year such
as time management,
organization and selfdiscipline that will benefit them later
in life.”
Smith also believes that her
students had to learn to “adapt”
to hybrid to be successful. “The
beginning of the quarter when we
were all trying to figure out remote
learning together, grades were lower.
It also took some time to figure out a
balance of the "at-home" work when
we switched to hybrid. I think both
my students and I had to adjust. They
needed to see the importance of doing
the work outside of class. If they don't
THE RAVINE - DECEMBER 2020

17

do it, their grade will suffer.”
Another major struggle in hybrid for
Smith is providing feedback on her student’s
assignments. “I believe giving any type of
feedback, whether it's a numerical grade or
not, is more difficult in the hybrid school
mode for a few reasons. The first is that we
simply have less time in class to talk through
individual feedback and grades one on one...
In addition, after teaching a concept, I often
have my students practice it before they
have to show mastery for a grade. Those
practices that used to be completed in class
and then gone over together now are often
things students do during their independent
work time at home. That means instead of
being able to go over it as a whole class and
talk through difficulties or mistakes, I now
provide individual feedback on each.”
In contrast, Watson has found that
hybrid also makes her grading easier due
to many of her assignments being posted
online. “Hybrid learning has made a lot of
things more complicated, but I really like
grading in Schoology for essays and other
writing assignments. I can easily give
students feedback in real time to help them
stay on track with their work”.
Although not much has changed
relating to academic performance of
students, the stress level for teachers and
students certainly has. From the feedback
given by both students and teachers, it is
clear that hybrid isn’t perfect. Hybrid, like
most things in this world, has its flaws and
its perks but just like most things in this
world, we can also work together to improve
our new environment. The new goal of
school during coronavirus should be: give
students and teachers one less thing to have
to worry about.
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PROS OF HYBRID:
- Alternating school days
- More time to complete
assignments
CONS OF HYBRID:
- Lots of
Organizing
Involved
- Less in-school time

PROS OF REMOTE:
- More one on one time
with teachers
- No Transportation
Needed
CONS OF REMOTE:
- Less engaging
- Issues with technology
* At the time of publication,
Worthington Schools is currently
in remote

Keep
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Reflections on the silver
linings of 2020.
Written By Trinity Waite
Art By Hunter McElroy

FEATURE
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Let’s be honest, 2020 has
been the worst year of most
people’s lifetimes. The evidence
pointing to this being the worst
year ever is substantial. Between
COVID-19, Australia’s bushfires,
the Beirut explosion and the death
of Kobe Bryant, this year has been
filled with tragic events. But, there
has to be some good to come out
of this year, right? Contrary to
popular belief, a vast majority of
people would still like to take a few
things from 2020 and bring them
into 2021.
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With the death of George Floyd,
many people have started protesting
police brutality. Police brutality is the
unnecessary abuse of power by those
who wear a badge. In 2020, there have
only been fourteen days that police have
not killed someone, Mapping Police
Violence reports. There are some who
would like to keep this sense of change
and awareness that 2020 has brought
amongst communities. Megan Magnes,
a senior at WKHS, had never seen
a protest before 2020 and is excited
about the prospect of change. “It’s the
first time that I’ve seen in my lifetime
actual protest for the way the system
is. We talk about discrimination and
racial injustice in class but it never
actually changes things…” Magnes, in
her lifetime, has never been
able to see these kinds
of actions on such a
large scale.

20
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COMING
TOGETHER
Despite how divided the
country has been on many issues,
communities and groups have found
ways to connect together. From
cheering on healthcare workers in
New York City, to small acts of
kindness, many people around the
world began to come together in
a time of crisis. “I would like to
keep the sense of community and
unification that this pandemic has
brought” stated Griffin Koehn, a
sophomore at WKHS; “It makes us
see that we can join together, even in
the worst of times.”

INDIVIDUAL
EVOLUTION
COVID-19 has shut down
almost the whole nation with a few
thousand cases. Quarantine was almost
six months long, so what did people do
during that time? Many went through
changes in themselves, some spent
time to themselves, and others took
time to heal from the crazy reality
we live in. Ashelyn Tice, a senior at
WKHS, spoke about no longer taking
things for granted, “With corona and
all the other crazy things that have
been happening lately, I’ve started
appreciating things more that I never
really thought about before. I don’t
want to go back to taking things for
granted.”

R
O
F
E
TIM
DE
U
T
I
L
SO
Natalie Cox, a freshman, found
happiness in isolation as well. “I want
to keep the time and space I got from
being alone and I want to keep the
confidence to do things that make me
happy.” Positive change over the many
months of different circumstances
is substantial across the world. Vox
claimed that people have started

prioritizing family and friends, even if
it is at a distance or through a screen.

Flex
EDU ible
CAT
ION
Along with COVID-19 causing
widespread panic and isolation, the
students in the community also need
to attend classes. Lots of students
liked the remote schedule because
“classes” didn’t start until 8:30, and
many teachers liked it because they had
connection periods where they could
communicate with students outside
of classes. Misha Sohail, a junior who
attends WKHS, would “like to keep
this hybrid schedule because I like
how we have more time to work on
assignments.” North Eastern College
reports that the benefits of hybrid
learning is time management skills
being evolved, everyone is equal in
online discussions, and you get more
interaction with classmates and with
professors.
2021 is the future, Most of
us don’t even know what is to come
tomorrow, so we certainly cannot
predict everything to happen in the new
year, but with instability, comes growth.
Many students are finding that even
in the worst of times, we can improve,
learn and grow.
THE RAVINE - DECEMBER 2020
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