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Editorial Policy
The Ravine is a publication of
Worthington Kilbourne High School,
1499 Hard Road, Columbus, Ohio. The
Ravine is a student-run newspaper
produced by the journalism classes of
Worthington Kilbourne. This publication
provides information, entertainment, and
commentary from Worthington Kilbourne
students on matters of school, local, state,
national, and international matters of
interest.
Readers may respond to the Ravine
through letters to the editor. An attempt
to print all letters will be made. Letters
may not exceed 350 words and must be
signed; the staff reserves the right to edit
letters for length, grammar, invasion of
privacy, obscenity, or potential libel.
Articles do not necessarily reflect the
views of Worthington Kilbourne Faculty,
Administrators, the School Board, or the
Worthington community.
Any errors printed in this publication will
be corrected upon the request of parties
involved and will appear in the next issue.
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EDITORIAL
November is election season, Thanksgiving break, and just a few weeks away from the
upcoming exams. Students are interested in many different aspects of their community, and
nation. However, many students have vocalized their thoughts on environmental science.
Environmental Science is a growing field growing locally, nationwide and globally.
Students taking AP Environmental Science have recently been exposed to many aspects of
environmental science such as ways that students can take a part of helping our environment
and the atmosphere that we live in.
Students at Worthington Kilbourne High School are impacted by environmental
science because of the changing ways that we fuel our increasing consumption of energy. The
government constantly makes decisions about issues that impact our environment and the
atmosphere of tomorrow’s generation. President Obama released a “Clean Air Act Plan” with the
mission to produce a cleaner Earth. That act was first proposed in 2014.
Environmental Science showcases the environmental issues that our world has faced
and will face locally and nationally. Some issues that environmental science seeks to assist and
bring local and national attention to are: water pollution, fossil fuel depletion, human footprint,
and acid erosion.
Miss Diehl, an environmental science teacher at Worthington Kilbourne High School,
spoke about the importance of learning about environmental issues. “Learning about
environmental science can help you form your own opinions on environmental issues. Down the
road, you can use your vote to elect leaders who will support the issues you believe in. Fixing
the current environmental situation is not an issue any one person can solve on their own; it
will take a global movement. Student opinions matter the most, because you represent our
future. If environmental progress is something you believe in, there are numerous ways you can
createchange. It can be as simple as making an effort to reduce your carbon footprint, turning
off lights, carpooling, making environmentally friendly consumer choices.”
If environmental science interests you, there are many fields, groups, and clubs that
are striving to bring awareness to environmental science issues. “On a larger scale, you could
look into environmental careers. Fields such as environmental sustainability, environmental
engineering, architecture, conservation biology, consulting, politics and law; the list goes on and
on. These are all growing fields where you can make big impacts and change the world.”

Abigail Nash, Editor
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Students here at Worthington Kilbourne High School have various opportunities offered to
them. Whether it’s classes, sports, parking, or extracurricular activities, there’s no doubt we have many
opportunities and plenty to do. However, they don’t always come cheap. Not everything here at Kilbourne
is free, and the things that aren’t may, to some, come at a steep price. No matter if those
students can easily pay it or not, they still have to wonder; where does
this money go and why do we have to pay for it?
Abby Souder, a senior at WKHS, has asked
these same questions
herself.
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WKHS
Junior
Deane
Elliott
shares
a
bit
of
this
confusion.
While
not
being
sure where
By
exactly the money goes, he says “I was kinda figuring that it went to construction and configuring of
the school, but I don’t know.”
Another WKHS junior, Lindsey Periatt, believes it’s not only a matter of not knowing where the money goes,
but the idea of having to pay at all. She thinks “it’s kinda stupid that you have to pay to park in your own school
parking lot.”
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Elliott, like Souder, believes that
parking permits come at a reasonable expense.
“I go here everyday, so I feel like [the school]
should look nice. Some people are kinda cheap
about that stuff, but would you rather come to
a school that looks like a prison or a school
that looks like a school?” When
considering whether or not the
school should lower the price,
he says “Maybe a little bit,
because there are some people
that may not be able to afford
that price. It’s kinda a hefty
price for just a parking pass.
Then again, it does last you all
year.”
WKHS Dean Matthew
Anderson understands these complaints,
but says that the idea of parking passes is
more about safety than anything else. “The
purpose of having parking passes here in
the school is really a security and safety
standpoint. We want to know who’s parking
their cars on our campus at all times. If there
was ever an emergency or things that don’t

look like they would on a regular day, we want
to know why. If there’s a fee registered to that,
then that’s second in command.”
Anderson was also able to spread some light
on where the forty dollar price tag goes,
saying that “a lot of that money is used to keep
up the parking lots, which
is a pretty big and sizeable
expense. When Kilbourne had
more students ten years ago
or so, and there wasn’t enough
parking spots for everyone,
they used to have a lottery
to be able to park here. They
used to pay an employee to
monitor the lot, who’s coming
and going, back when it was a
much bigger concern. But as
enrollment has gone down and there’s been
shifts in the way school are districted, we
didn’t really have a need to pay that employee
anymore. That money is now used to go into
the general fund to keep the lot paved and all
other expenses associated with maintaining a
parking lot.” These expenses include keeping
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the lots paved, painted, relined, salted, and
backlash, but that “[they] look at club sports, or
plowed.
travel sports, and it’s quite a
DOWN TO THE NUMBERS
bargain compared to doing that
The breakdown of your money
Parking passes aren’t
stuff out of school.”
the only controversial fee
Students like Deane Elliott
Pay-to-Play
students pay into, as Kilbourne
say they understand the aim of
Athletes are most likely
this fee. When asked whether
familiar with our $125 Pay-toor not he’s comfortable paying
per athlete, per season
Participate fee (a fee that has
this price, Elliott states “of
Parking
Permit
to be paid for every season a
course. I love both sports, and
student participates in a sport.
I’d probably do anything to play
So three seasons means $375).
them.” In response to the weight
drops to $20 after first
However, if you play two sports
of the price, Elliott says “Yeah
semester
in one season, you only have
I think it’s fine. I mean, for as
to pay $125. The income from
much as you get out of it, I think
Additional Fees
this fee goes towards buying
it’s a good price.”
new uniforms, equipment,
These fees are just the tip
paying coaches salaries, and
of
the
iceberg. There are various
for classroom materials
bussing. Jeff Todd, WKHS
other prices that come with
Athletic Director, explained that
running a school like ours, but
“We’re right in line with other
they aren’t just needlessly paid.
districts [and] it’s a fair price
Whether students are aware of
because even at that price it’s
it or not, all of these fees serve a
a challenge for some families to afford that fee.”
valuable purpose: to give the best education and
Todd says that the fee does get some expected
learning environment possible to their students.

$125
$40

$65-$110

Information from TJ Cusick, Worthington
Assistant Treasurer.
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@casscouch
Field Hockey girls’ huddle up

@alexsheppard7’s
Halloween costume

@mollywinget & Her Pals
Cheering on KFR one last time

@cassadywatson
Posing with the upcoming
Volleyball Seniors

@madsynselph
Congratulating teamate
Carolyn Haase

@buddyfrontz
Taking picutre for photography class

@lo.anderson & Volleyball Seniors
KVR Senior night

@mikayla_naviello
Sunsets at a KXC Meet

@lo.anderson & Friends
Pumpkin Carving

Follow us on Instagram and your pictures could end up in the next edition of the WKHS Ravine!
@WKHSRAVINE
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Baffling Bullets

By Cassady Watson, Eli Young, and RJ Mehan

Photo courtesy of Hustvedt, Wikimedia

O

n September 14, 2016; a 13 year old African
American boy named Tyree King was shot and killed
in Columbus after attempting an armed robbery.
According to Columbus Police Department, Police
officers confused King’s BB gun for a real gun.
According to a Washington Post database, King is
the second youngest teen to be shot by a police
officer. King’s attorney said that he was a typical
13-year-old who played sports and that the police’s
description of him did not match.
His death sparked outrage around our city
and the nation with many wondering how someone
that young could use his life over a BB gun.
But how difficult is it for the police or anyone to
determine the difference between a real and fake
gun?
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The staff of the Ravine decided to test that by
surveying about 120 students and staff members
here at Worthington Kilbourne High School. The
results were astounding:
In three separate picture tests those
surveyed were asked to determine which firearm
was real and which was fake. And in all three
tests the results were almost split where people
couldn’t tell which was the real weapon. And
unlike police officers, who often have to make
these judgments in an instant, the people looking
at the photos were under no time pressure.
With an incident such as this located so
close to home, the question becomes could this
happen here? How much access do Worthington
Kilbourne High School (WKHS) students have to
BB guns?
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Using photos from a Cleveland.com article, we sent out a survey to WKHS staff and
students asking them to tell us the difference between real and fake guns

One of the most controversial topics is
unarguably, gun control- whether it involves the
purchase of guns, mental health, or shootings this
topic is often discussed throughout the United
States. It is known that BB and airsoft guns are
even easier to obtain. If someone was interested
in purchasing a BB or airsoft gun, there are many
options to do so. Both online and in store, few
regulations exists for potential customers.
As reporters, [we] decided to determine
how easy it was for Kilbourne students to obtain
a BB gun and visited a variety of establishments
and websites to gain information. When visiting
the Dick’s Sporting Goods store on Sawmill
Road, we asked the first clerk we saw where we
could find the BB/Airsoft guns. He directed us
towards one section of the store and was willing
to answer any questions. He pulled out different
guns and told us he could help me check out
whenever we was ready.

Another, even more accessible option we
found was ordering online. There are a multitude of
websites that ship to your house, including major
box stores like Walmart and Dick’s Sporting Goods.
These sites allow anyone with a credit card to order
a BB gun and ship it right to your house.
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In addition to the picture, we asked survey takers
were also asked whether they had access to a
who had access to a BB or airsoft gun and 39.8%
said that yes, they do. Isaac Loring, a senior at

“I act like they are the same thing
because either way a gun is a gun and
you could hurt someone. Never aim,
never act like it is fake, even if it is
fake be sure to take precautions, and
always exercise safety.”
-Isaac Loring ‘17
Worthington Kilbourne has access to both real guns
and airsoft/BB guns. He uses real guns for practice
shooting, hunting, and skeet usually at his family’s
cabin in a safe location. He describes an experience
with local police at his cabin where they had many
guns out for them to see. Since the family was
using their guns responsibly and were honest about
them, the police officer he had no problem with
approaching the family and treating them normally.
Loring uses airsoft/BB guns for more
recreational purposes with friends. He uses
them more frequently and occasionally uses in
neighborhood backyards. He takes caution with
both types and says “I act like they are same the
thing because either way a gun is a gun and you
could hurt someone. Never aim, never act like it is
fake, even if it is fake be sure to take precautions,
and always exercise safety.” Loring is an example of
a gun owner who can be safe and responsible when
using fake and real guns, a person with qualities
that every gun owner should portray.
The biggest debate in regards to this
tragedy is that most people know the difference
between a BB gun and a real gun, implying that the
issue isn’t as bad or prevalent as King’s situation
might lead people to think.
In order to test this theory, a survey was
sent to WKHS students and staff asking them to
identify which photos of guns were BB guns versus
real guns. All the photos in the survey were taken
from an article on Cleveland.com, released in light
of the recent tragedies. Respondents were asked
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to to tell us whether one of the guns was real or fake.
The results proved the common debate that yes, BB
and Airsoft guns can be mistaken for real guns. In the
box to the left, 63.6% of respondents thought that the
first gun was real - a correct identification. While that
is the majority, it is important to realize that almost
40% believed that it was fake. In the following picture,
56.8% replied that the gun on top was the real one. In
this picture the identification is incorrect; the real gun
is on the bottom. In the third and final picture, the gun
on the left is fake, however 55.9% of survey takers said
that this gun was real. This shows that people may not
be able to tell the difference between a real gun and a
fake one - leaving room for misconceptions.
Some brands of guns have orange tips on them
to let users know that they are indeed fake. This is
becoming less prevalent in the world of BB and airsoft
guns.
One final survey question asked readers to tell
us if they believe that airsoft/BB guns are misleading

“In the pictures, it took me a minute to
figure out if the guns were real. In a split
second situation, a police officer could
mistake the BB gun as a real one and
have to act”
- Survey Respondant
and why they think this might be. . 69.5% said they
thought Airsoft and BB guns are misleading 26.3%
said it depends, and only 4.2% said no. When asked
why, many respondents answered that making split
second decisions could be the deciding factor.“In the
pictures above, it took me a minute to figure out if the
guns were real. In a split second situation, a police
officer could mistake the BB gun as a real one and have
to act” explained one respondent.
Another student responded by saying “any form
of gun being pointed at you will trigger a fight or flight
response whether the gun is real or fake. Upon first
look, a gun is a gun, and triggering that response can
cause a lot of problems (especially law enforcement).”
With a increasing difficulty in being able to
tell the difference between BB guns and real guns, it
becomes even more important to exercise safety, treat
law enforcement with respect, and learn how to use
guns safely.

To Test or Not to Test?
By Katie Semmelroth, Kaleb Dave, and Jack Mesaros
Drawing Courtesy of Marissa Giordano

Drug Testing in Schools
The ATOD Policy works
to keep kids drug
and alcohol free, but
would implementing
randomized drug testing
do this more effectively?

Should athletes and
students involved in other
co-curricular activities be
subjected to random drug
testing at Worthington
Kilbourne High School
(WKHS)?
According to a poll
of about 160 students
administered by the Ravine
to students, faculty, and
athletic coaches, the answer
is a resounding yes. About
75 percent of those polled
said they would support a
drug testing program that
would help reduce the use of

drugs and alcohol around the
school.
And half of those people also
said they believe alcohol and
drug use is a serious problem
at WKHS.
In order to try and
decrease the number
of students involved in
cocurriculars who participate
in the use of drugs and/
or alcohol, WKHS has
implemented the Alcohol,
Tobacca, and Other Drugs
(ATOD) Policy. Before
participation in a sport or
club, students at WKHS are
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required to sign a contract
stating that they understand
the expectations and
consequences of the ATOD.
At WKHS, the
expectation of this policy is
that “no student participating
in co-curricular activities
shall use, possess, sell, offer
to sell, conceal, transmit
or distribute alcohol,
tobacco, or any drug or drug
paraphernalia prohibited by
the student code of conduct
at any time.” Although this
contract is an agreement
that the student will not
partake in the use of these
substances, this contract does
not stop all students from
participating in the use of
drugs and/or alcohol.
However, some high
schools around the United
States have implemented
randomized drug testing as a
further step to discourage the
use of drugs and/or alcohol
by students. According to the
National Institute on Drug
Abuse, “In June 2002, the U.S.
Supreme Court broadened
the authority of public
schools to test students for
illegal drugs.” Before this,
randomized drug testing
had only been permitted for
student athletes.
The National Institute
on Drug Abuse website
describes the testing process
as such: “schools select one
or more students to undergo
drug testing using a random
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process (like flipping a coin).
Legally, only students who
participate in competitive
extracurricular activities
(including athletics and
school clubs) can be subject
to random drug testing.”
The logistics of drug
testing differs from school
to school but how a person
is drug tested is not. James
Ford, Kilbourne alumnus
and wrestler at Purdue, has
been drug tested before at
Purdue. According to Ford,
“the process is actually pretty
simple; you get a phone call,
text, email, or some type of
personal notification that you
will be getting drug tested
the following day.” 			
He also went on to
say that the drug testing
occurs in a locker room with
officials and a sports trainer.
“They hand you a little
container that you have to
fill to a line [with urine]. An
official watches you to make
sure there is not cheating.”
Ford stated.
According to Angie
Adrean, WKHS principal, and
Jeff Todd, WKHS Athletic
Director, there are both pros
and cons to implementing
randomized drug testing.
Todd and Adrean
both stated that if
randomized drug testing
were implemented, it would
(hopefully) deter use, and
also give students an excuse
to say no.

There are many
factors that would have to
be worked out in order for
WKHS to ever implement
randomized drug testing;
cost, who would do the
testing, and how student
would get tested are some
of the factors that would
need to be considered. .
Adrean stressed that if
randomized drug testing
were implemented at WKHS
“it would be important for all
of our students to know the
purpose. It’s not about calling
kids out.”
Todd stressed that
the decision of whether or
not randomized drug testing
would ever be implemented
in WKHS “is a bigger
discussion than for [him] to
make on my own, we would
need input from parents,
community, and the board of
education.”
Central Ohio Athletic
Directors also weighed
their opinions in through a
“it would be important for all
of our students to know the
purpose. It’s not about calling
kids out.”
Angie Adrean, WKHS
gfjhghjghjhjPrincipal
poll. Those who responded
said that they also don’t
implement randomized
drug tests. Jon Marshall, the
Athletic Director at Central
Crossing High School in

Grove City believes “that
sports are a privilege not a
right”.
Although most of
these Athletic Directors
agreed that drug testing
should be implemented
in their schools, they also
agreed that a huge con of
randomized drug testing is
cost. Andy Ey, Westerville
Central Athletic Director,
mentioned that Westerville
Central would probably never
implement randomized drug
tests because “inexpensive
tests do not screen
substances that stay in a
person’s system for a long
time...expensive tests would
be more thorough but we do
not have the money for that.”
However, there were
some Athletic Directors
that do believe randomized
drug testing needs to be
implemented in their school.
Wes Elifritz, Westerville
North Athletic Director, said
that he believes randomized
“Inexpensive tests do not
screen substances that stay in
a person’s system for a long
time...expensive tests would be
more thorough but we do not
have the money for that.”
Andy Ey, Westerville
hiimkaCentral Athletic Director
drug testing should be
implemented, stating that
“it holds our students
accountable and more safe in
their decision-making.”

Athletic Directors
also agreed that only a small
amount of their students
violate the ATOD policy. Half
of those who responded said
that they would describe
those who violated their drug
policy as small. Ey also stated
that he has “no statistical
data to give an educated
response.” Overall other
schools in Central Ohio don’t
think they have a problem
with ATOD violators.
Doctor Karen
Kochheiser is a biology
teacher and the head of the
science department here at
WKHS. She has seen the issue
from a variety of perspectives
including that of a parent, a
teacher, and a coach. “My kids
went to Olentangy and were
tested once a year, all of the
athletes were tested once a
year.” Secondly, Kochheiser
also added that the biggest
problem is “...people just need
to follow the ATOD protocol
in order to reduce the number
of violators.”
When it comes to
WKHS, students, coaches,
and staff members feel
randomized drug testing
should be implemented. In
a survey sent out, over half
of those who responded
said they feel that drugs and
alcohol are a problem at
WKHS, and 73.5% said that
they know of someone who
has violated the ATOD policy
before.

Most of those
who said that they feel
randomized drug testing
needs to be implemented,
also stated that it would
probably help decrease the
number of students who
violate the ATOD policy. Some
hope that the tolerance for
“People just need to follow
the ATOD protocol in order
to reduce the number of
violators.”
Doctor Karen Kochheiser,
jkashDWKHS Biology Teacher
drugs and alcohol would go
down. One student stated
that “the tolerance for
policy abuse is so high that
students feel like we don’t
have one. It seems from a
student perspective that our
administration constantly
turns a blind eye when it
comes to violations of policy.
Implementing drug testing
would allow students to
finally get the punishment
they deserve for their illegal
actions.”
Others hope that
the amount of students
who break the ATOD policy
would go down if WKHS had
randomized drug testing.
Meladee Hopkins, teacher,
and boys and girls volleyball
coach; stated that she knows
randomized drug testing
“won’t fix everything, but it
may help discourage them
[students] from doing it
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[partaking in drugs, alcohol
and tobacco].”
Another coach stated
that a big part of resorting
to a randomized drug test is
trust. They said that “Trust is
important. Trust all athletes
as if they are making good
decisions. Treat them as if
they are young adults who
can and are making good
decisions. But once that
trust has been betrayed by
the athlete, then mandatory
drug tests are necessary to
encourage proper decision
making.”
Although the majority
of those who answered
the survey said that they
do believe randomized
drug testing should be
implemented, there were
still 24.7 percent that said
they do not believe it should
be implemented at WKHS.
Tristan Ballinger, WKHS
senior, stated that he doesn’t
believe drug testing should
be implemented because
“It breaches the students
privacy.”
Drug testing would
only be able to test for
drugs in a student’s system
and not alcohol because
alcohol usually leaves the
system rather quickly when
compared to drugs. This may
be seen as a con for some
who believe the problem lies
more with alcohol rather than
drugs at WKHS.
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A staff member at
WKHS stated that “I don’t
know that it is a drug
problem as much as it is
alcohol.” This staff member
went on to say that
“randomized drug testing
does not address the issue
with alcohol use, which I
believe is a larger issue in
the school community than
drugs.”
Randomized drug
testing is a huge issue in
all schools. It doesn’t just
affect athletes it affects
anyone who agrees to the
ATOD policy. People who
sign up for band or theatre
are a part of the people who
agree to the ATOD policy. All
are held to higher standard
than students who do not
participate in these things.
With the desire to
implement testing and the
heavy costs attached to it,
there is no final answer on
whether it can be done.
However, the question
remains, is randomized drug
testing an invasion of privacy
and how do we hold students
accountable without testing
them.

Do you think alcohol and drugs are a
problem amongst athletes at Kilbourne?

(50.3%)
(9.4%)
(26.2%)
(11.9%)
(2.2%)

Should WKHS implement randomized drug
testing?

(75%)
(25%)

If randomized drug testing were implemented
at WKHS, do you think the number of those
who break the ATOD policy would go down?

(68.8%)
(16.2%)
(15%)

Do you know of anyone who has ever violated
the ATOD policy?

(73.2%)
(24.2%)
(5.08%)

DIFFERENCE

Artist: Marissa Giordano

The Debate of the Contrast Between Men’s and
Women’s Sports Just Got Interesting
Mocked, ridiculed, dismissed -- women’s sports has had to face
many challenges since its conception. But women continue to
fight for equality on and off the playing field.
By Max Arnold and Chase Brown
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In light of a nation seeking equality, women are searching for the right to be
treated as equal to men, especially in the sports industry. America loves winners,
and loves athletes that produce when the lights shine the brightest. But why do
the lights seem to only shine on men?
Media coverage on women’s sports is

minimal. Major sports networks such as ESPN, FOX,
CBS, and NBC fill their time slots with men’s sports.
But just how rare is it to see women’s sports on
television? In a study conducted by The Tucker
Center for Research on Girls & Women in Sport
at the University of Minnesota, they found that
40 percent of all sports participants are women,
but only 4 percent of sports media coverage is
dedicated to those sports.
Networks claim to be hesitant to cover
women’s sports as it has lacked popularity in the
past and its financial value does not give the
networks incentive to cover the events. Women’s
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sports, however, are not the only sports to struggle
both with finances and with popularity; the Major
League Soccer (MLS) organization loses an average
of $100 million annually -- even with a TV contract
and 20 corporate sponsors. In contrast, the
National Women’s Soccer League (NWSL) has only
three corporate sponsors and no TV contracts. If
Goliath struggles, what chance is there for David?
Leagues such as the NWSL are at a disadvantage
as they are put into a self-defeating and selfperpetuating cycle. Without corporate sponsorship
and investment, exposure for these sports will
decline, which in turn, will lead to a decrease in
the interest and demand.

“I don’t believe
that all that hard
work and being
away from home
would be worth
the low salary.”
-Jordyn Wilson
Jordyn Wilson has been a four year letter winner with the Kilbourne Girls Basketball
team and will be attending Ohio Dominican next Fall. (CaughtMyEye)

WKHS Junior Morgan Schutte, a member of the
girl’s lacrosse and basketball teams noted that
she enjoys watching both women’s basketball and
lacrosse, but prefers to watch men’s sports because
they are “more intense and more competitive most
of the time”.
Networks will showcase what they think
will produce the most entertainment for its
audience. The networks look at the numbers
and see that the American people want to see
competitive, fast paced sports, and that’s what they
will get.
The Women’s Media Center report on “The
Status of Women in US Media” showed that 10.6%
of reporters who report on sports are woman. So
the question is, would we have more coverage on
women’s sports if more reporters and editors were
women? Sarah Spain an espnW columnist and
radio host, says yes. Lindsey Gibbs a reporter for
ThinkProgress agreed, “Women would be more in
tune to other women.”
Dr. Cheryl Cooky and two colleagues for
American Studies at Purdue conducted a 25 year
study on the issue of women’s sports coverage.
They found that the amount of blatant sexist
remarks by reporters against women’s sports has
significantly decreased since the 1990’s. These
remarks refer to women with neglect to their
abilities in comparison to men. Girls also see a
double standard in covering women’s sports, but
the issue has improved in the last two decades. The
study also found that when male athletes receive
media attention, such coverage is primarily focused
on their skilled performance. When female athletes

receive media attention, the media is much more
likely to focus on their physical attractiveness or
non-sport-related activities. An example of this is
Anna Kournikova, who has yet to win a professional
tennis tournament is one of only six women
ranked among the most important people in sports
because of her appearance and name recognition.

Pay inequity is the main focal point of the
fight for equality for women in sports. While men
and women’s sports differ in physical ability, both
involve heavy training and competition that takes
up the majority of the year. On average, starting
professional athletes spend anywhere from 3-8
months in competition, and the rest practicing,
lifting, and conditioning in the off-season. A life
committed to sports is a full-time occupation
that requires the most out of an athlete everyday.
So with the same time committed, regardless of
gender, why do men get paid more than women for
their respective sports? Men are often regarded as
bigger, faster, and stronger than women, making
them more entertaining to watch. While it may
be more entertaining to watch men’s sports over
women’s, the skill and ability of women cannot be
taken away from them.
WKHS Senior Jordyn Wilson, who recently
committed to Ohio Dominican University to play
basketball was asked about women’s sports at the
professional level “Playing basketball professionally
would be amazing, but I don’t believe that all the
hard work and being away from home would be
worth the low salary.”
The sports that are notably targeted for
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The U.S. Women’s National Team took
home only $2 million for winning
the 2015 Women’s World Cup. Teams
eliminated in the first round of the
men’s tournament recieved $8 million.

The U.S.Women’s National Team celebrates it’s win at the 2015
Women’s World Cup. (ESPN)

“It feels good when friends
come and support you; it
makes you want to play better.”
-Maggie Crozier

Maggie Crozier is a three-time letter winner on the girl’s soccer
team and two-time winner for girl’s basketball. (CaughtMyEye)

their pay disparity are golf, soccer, and basketball.
The gender of the participants change, but the
game itself does not. Each sport contains a
separate league for men and women to compete
in. According to Women’s Sports Foundation (WSF)
the total prize money, or money won by all the
players combined, of the PGA tour in 2014 was $340
million, which is more than five times that of the
new-high for the LPGA tour of $61.6 million set
in 2015. In addition, the WSF took a look into the
major inequities in the payment of soccer. In 2014,
Germany’s men soccer team received $35 million
dollars for winning the World Cup. The U.S. men’s
team finished in 11th place and received $9 million,
and each team that was eliminated in the first round
received $8 million. In contrast, the U.S. women’s
team took home $2 million for winning the 2015
Women’s World Cup. Finally the WSF concluded
that for a WNBA player in the 2015-2016 season,
the minimum salary was $38,913 and a maximum
salary of $109,500 for veteran players, the team
salary cap was around $1 million. To put this issue
in perspective, NBA players in the 2015-2016 season
had a minimum salary of $525,093 and a maximum
salary of $16.407 million with exceptions to the
league veteran superstars such as Kobe who made
$25 million during the season. The team salary
cap was at an all-time high of $70 million and will
continue to rise in the years to come.

At the high school level, athletes are
not affected by how much he or she gets paid
or the media coverage of his or her sport, rather
the attendance of the games. “Attendance at girl’s
sporting events is a problem,” said Wilson, “I think
it’s disrespectful that we put so much emphasis on
boy’s sports instead of girl’s’.” Kilbourne’s student
section, or as they’re called “The Kilbourne Krazies”,
provide an atmosphere that make the gym, stadium,
or natatorium a tough place to play.
“The student section transfers energy to the players
in the game,” said WKHS Junior and five time
letter winner, Maggie Crozier, “it feels good when
friends come and support you; it makes you want
to play better.” Crozier, who is a member of both
the girls basketball and soccer teams recogn0ized
that students attend the events they want to see,
but encourages students to make a difference by
attending games for sports that don’t get as much
recognition.
Female athletes continue to fight for
equal representation in the media and for the
gap of pay inequities to close. The protest has
seen improvements but is still a long way from its
conclusion. While women do not have the same
qualities as men, their skill and expertise in their
respective sports can’t be taken away from them. One
day we may see the respect these women deserve on
and off of the field.
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Check Out the Ravine’s Online
Articles on wkhsnews.weebly.com
Senior Stress and the Common App
By Abigail Nash

A New Year of National
Honor Society
By Madsyn Selph and
Molly Winget

An opinion piece discussing all the stress
surrounding the college application
process. Hear from WKHS seniors about
their application experience. This story also
touches on what colleges are looking for in
prospective students.

Senior NHS member Carolyn
Haase rehearsing her speech.

Kilbourne Goes Country:
The 50th Annual CMAs
By: Maggie Payne
Camille Rider visiting The University of Cincinnati

Trump giving a speech at one of his rally’s.

Does a Divided Country Mean a Divided Country?
By Brandon Sloma
Read about the reactions of WKHS students
regarding the 2016 election. Some students are
ecstatic about Trump winning office. Similar to the
nation, WKHS students who don’t support Trump
are distraught and disappointed.

New students were
inducted into the
National Honor Society
at WKHS. Learn what
went into the planning
of this induction
ceremony. Also, read
about what the club has
in store for the rest of
the year.
Read this story to find out what
award Katie Harvey won!

The 50th annual
CMA’s were hosted on
November 2nd. This story
takes an untraditionally
perspective on these
CMA’s. This story gave
CMA awards to various
students, and teachers.
Read about what teacher
won Entertainer of the
year!

Also, there are online stories about the World Series,
blended learning, and more episiodes of Reset were
released. Go to our website to check them all out! Our
website also, includes weather updates, school news,
feature articles, local and state news, and national and
world news. Another cool feature of our website is “Tell us
Your Thoughts.” In this section there are polls that collect
the opinions of WKHS students, staff, parents, and anyone
else who visits our website. Go online to check out all
these features!
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SATIRICAL PIECE

Filling the
Walls

Photos and Story by Madeline Glass

In addressing the world problem of Syrian refugees, one may ask, where might they all go? In
the past few years Syrian refugees have continuously fled to countries in the Middle East, such
as Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, and Egypt. This makes up around 4.4 million Syrian refugees
around the world. Along with this number, 6.6 million are internally displaced within Syria.
So where does this leave America? According to The Washington Post, in an announcement
Monday August 29th 2016, “the White House said the administration had met its goal of
granting asylum to 10,000 Syrians.” Compared to the numbers we are in competition against
all around the world, this is not nearly enough. Thankfully, there is a solution. Unbeknownst to
most who do not have the privileges of wealth, located in South Palm Beach, Florida is a club
owned by Donald J. Trump known as the Mar-a-Lago Club; this is the solution in solving the
Syrian Refugee Crisis.

How would all 11 million
refugees flee to such a small
area?
All 11 million Syrian refugees
who have fled their homes since
2011 will live in such a small area
the same way they always have
since seeking asylum. Al Jazeera, a
media company focused on news
in the Middle East, reports there
being only 10 countries that now
host 56% of the world refugees.
This includes Syrian refugees
and refugees fleeing from other
countries, but either way it is a
huge feat, and if they can do it,
so can we. Syrian refugees are
packed into smaller and smaller
living quarters as time goes by, so
they must be used to it. Housing
them at Trump’s estate, Mar a Lago
will not fix that problem, but there
will be plenty of gilded sinks and
ballroom floors to go around.
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Who is funding this project?

of the United States, Trump is expected to
spend a fair amount of tax dollars in funding
this project, similar to how his campaign was
substantially funded by supporters donations.

It is expected that Trump will fund most of
this project. It is no secret that Trump brings
in millions of dollars a year and it should
come across as no problem to him to spend a Doesn’t this project contradict many of
small portion of it on bringing in 11 million
Trump’s views?
people to live on one of his many properties.
“You take a look at Palm Beach Florida. I
Trump said it himself, “there is nobody who
built the Mar-a-Lago
has done so much for
Club totally open to
equality as I have.”
everyone,” he told Good
There’s nobody
NBC News reported
Morning America when
Trump
saying that he
that’s done so
addressing his views on
doesn’t “want people
much for equality coming in from the terror
equality. “There’s nobody
that’s done so much for
countries,” and Syria is
as I have.
equality as I have,” he
on that list. Despite this,
Donald J Trump
told them. Trump has
Trump, being one of the
also spent copious
most thoughtful and
amounts of time and
understanding men this
money in funding his
country has truly ever seen, will, without a
presidential election campaign. According
doubt, set this idea aside to accept Syria as
to the Washington Post, as of October 19th,
America’s own. We all know that when he
2016, Trump had spent 795 million dollar in
says, “Make America great again,” he really
total on his campaign. Now, being President
means, “Make America and Syria great again.”
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Our take on what’s happening...

• Election Season is
over.
• Thanksgiving and
Thanksgiving break
• Winter sports starting
• Closer to
Christmas
• Football playoffs
Thumbs up to....
Thumbs down to....

Want to be in the issue?
Follow us!

Connect
With
Us!

• Upcoming exams.
• Daylight savings
• Weather changes
•

Read more stories, watch
videos, and view pictures
online!

WKHSNEWS.WEEBLY.COM
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