r avine
M A RC H 2 0 1 7

MARCH
MADNESS
IN REVIEW
P. 24

STANDARDIZED TESTING P.10
COMPOUNDING BENEFITS P.14
WHAT MAKES A SCHOOL SPORTS POWERHOUSE P.22
Worthington Kilbourne High School * 1499 Hard Rd. *Columbus, Ohio * 43235				

$1.50 * Vol. XXVII No.5

This Issue Sponsored By

Advertising Policy
The Ravine is a publication of Worthington Kilbourne High School, 1499 Hard Road, Columbus, Ohio. The Ravine is
a student-run newspaper produced by the journalism classes of Worthington Kilbourne. This publication provides
information, entertainment, and commentary from Worthington Kilbourne students on matters of school, local, state,
national, and international matters of interest.
Advertisements do not necessarily reflect the views of the newspaper staff, Worthington Kilbourne Faculty,
Administrators, the School Board, or the Worthington community.
Any errors printed in this publication will be corrected upon the request of parties involved and will appear in the next
issue.
Any local buisnesses wishing to advertise in any issue may contact the advisor through email to ravine@worthington.
k12.oh.us or sent to the school address:
The Ravine
c/o Jessica Hemmelgarn
Worthington Kilbourne High School
1499 Hard Road
Columbus, Ohio 43235

Editorial Policy
The Ravine is a publication of
Worthington Kilbourne High School,
1499 Hard Road, Columbus, Ohio. The
Ravine is a student-run newspaper
produced by the journalism classes of
Worthington Kilbourne. This publication
provides information, entertainment, and
commentary from Worthington Kilbourne
students on matters of school, local, state,
national, and international matters of
interest.
Readers may respond to the Ravine
through letters to the editor. An attempt
to print all letters will be made. Letters
may not exceed 350 words and must be
signed; the staff reserves the right to edit
letters for length, grammar, invasion of
privacy, obscenity, or potential libel.
Articles do not necessarily reflect the
views of Worthington Kilbourne Faculty,
Administrators, the School Board, or the
Worthington community.
Any errors printed in this publication will
be corrected upon the request of parties
involved and will appear in the next issue.

the ravine
Worthington Kilbourne High School
1499 Hard Rd.
Columbus, OH 43235
Worthington City School District
Superintendent: Trent Bowers, Ph.D.
Principal: Angela Adrean
Assistant Principals: Kevin Johnson, Kenneth Nally
Athletic Director: Jeff Todd
Advisor: Jessica Hemmelgarn
Editors in Chief: Buddy Frontz, Abigail Nash, Molly Winget
Student Reporters: Ofelia Alexanian, Max Arnold, Sarah Baxter,
Chase Brown, Gracie Burford, Erin Cheung, Kaleb Dave, Abby
Eymann, Maddie Glass, Reid Katz, Jane Kundu, Angela Lu, RJ
Mehan, Jack Mesaros, Justin Myers, Maggie Payne, Madsyn
Selph, Katie Semmelroth, Preston Sheets, Brandon Sloma,
Cassady Watson, and Parker Wereb
Student Artists: Marissa Giordano
The Ravine is a member of the American Scholastic Press
Association and was awarded a Second Place rating in 2013
and First Place rating for 2009, 2010, 2011 2012, and 2014.
The Ravine is also a participant in the OSMA Competition and
was awared Honorable Mention for 2015, and second place for
2016.

The advisor of this magazine advises the
students who produce this publication.
It is the editors who determine and
are responsible for the content of the
publication.
All comments and concerns can be
emailed to jhemmelgarn@wscloud.org or
sent to the school address:
The Ravine
c/o Jessica Hemmelgarn
Worthington Kilbourne High School
1499 Hard Road
Columbus, Ohio 43235

Or you may contact us through our
website http://www.wkhsnews.weebly.com

Your 2016-2017 Ravine Staff:
Front Row from left: Cassady Watson, Erin Cheung, RJ Mehan, Preston Sheets, Parker
Wereb, Chase Brown, Reid Katz, Sarah Baxter, Gracie Burford, Ofelia Alexarian, Madeline
Glass, Abby Eymann, Jane Kundu, Angela Lu, Katie Semmelroth, Abigail Nash
Second row starting in middle from left: Kaleb Dave, Jack Mesaros, Max Arnold, and
Buddy Frontz
Not pictured: Marissa Giordano, Justin Myers, Maggie Payne, Madsyn Selph, Molly Winget

CONTENTS

r
9

24

a
v
i
n
e

18

14

10

News

In-Depth

Feature

Sports

Opinion

9| Free
ACT
Testing
Finally
Available at
Kilbourne

10|
Standardized
Testing

14|
Compounding
Benefits

24| March
Madness
Review

22| How
to Make A
High School
Powerhouse

18| The Future
of Shopping

27| The
High School
Recruiting
Process

EDITORIAL
Last month the Ravine staff decided to tackle the controversial
topic of minorities. We wanted to have another two month issue that
discussed one important and controversial topic, similar to what we did
last year. Last year we wrote about the stigma behind mental illnesses,
and this year we tackled the stereotypes of minorities. As a result of
a two month all inclusive issue, the January/February edition was our
largest magazine yet. The issue ranged from age minorities, to racism, to
people coping, surviving, and supporting those with disabilities.
This month we are back to our regular sized issue, but it is still jam
packed with important stories. This month, deadlines seemed tighter
since we went from having two full months to compile our stories to a
short three weeks to construct an entire piece. However, the staff didn’t
even bat their eyes, and made deadline like it was no big deal.
Sometimes it’s difficult to transition from writing about something
that seems all consuming, to normal everyday stuff. The shift from a
topic that effects everyone to a story about sports, or a economics, or
even a mall seem minute compared to what we wrote last month. Our
staff, however, rose to the challenge and produced stories that look
at different perspectives on “ordinary topics” that gave the story more
meaning.
As we enter into the final quarter of the school year, the staff is
working hard to make the last few issues spectacular. We are returning
to our traditional format of The Ravine for the remainder of the year, and
we hope that you enjoy our compilation of stories!

Molly Winget,
Editor

Free ACT Testing Finally Available
at Kilbourne by Ofelia Alexanian and Madeline Glass
This 2016-2017 school year, Worthington Kilbourne High School (WKHS) will be offered the ACT Test to
anyone who wished to take it… for free. In past years, WKHS students and their families had to pay in
order to take this test, but this year, the state of Ohio decided to provide this college readiness test to
all willing Juniors. This test was administered in the spring this 2017 as one of the state’s three diploma options.
Why is the ACT being administered for free this
year?

designed to be hard, but it will also be very
beneficial.”
The week of March 20th many Juniors
were given the opportunity to take the ACT while
freshmen and sophomore students took their
English AIR tests. During this time, seniors were
left to their own
devices. One senior,
Hunter Martin, says
that she wishes she
was able to take
the ACT for free
herself last year, but
she believes that
providing it for free
this year “will benefit
students who want
to go further than
high school.”

WKHS Assistant Principal Kevin Johnson
gives insight on how the ACT for free came to
be when mentions, “The state of Ohio added an
additional
assessment
opportunity
by providing
a college
readiness
test to all
11th grade
students.”
Johnson talks
about how
“the test
is free of
charge to all
11th grade
How do you sign up?
students”
“Unlike other ACT
and “the
administrations,”
ACT will be
Johnson mentions,
administered
This graph shows which state prefers the ACT or SAT “there is no
to all 11th grade students at the two home high
registration necessary as the district will register
schools (the other being Thomas Worthington
students automatically.” Many students are happy
High School).”
with this, and Junior Zaid Abusalha says that “it
comes as a huge relief. This way, no one has to
How do WKHS students feel about taking the ACT? worry about getting registered and can focus on
Many WKHS students are nervous about
preparing as well as they can.”
taking the ACT. Although it will be offered for
Scores come in the mail or students are
free this school year, the pressure to do well
able to check them online. Although, to be able
is still getting to some students. WKHS Junior
to get this information online, students will have
Kristen Wood says that she is “nervous but ready
to make an account on the ACT official website.
to take the test.” She also says she thinks that it’s
Additionally, Johnson says that students who
wonderful that the state is offering the ACT for
take the ACT and score well have to choice to
free, and “it encourages students to improve on
“report their scores to up to four colleges and
past scores.” WKHS Junior Estefan Moreno shares
universities.”
the same opinion, stating that “this will definitely
Furthermore, good luck to all juniors
be a stressful experience since these tests are
taking the ACT. Everyone is rooting for you!
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Standardized Testing
Written and Photographed By
Gracie Burford and Max Arnold
With each school year,
comes dreaded standardized
testing. In Ohio, AIR tests,
Provided by the American
Institute for Research,
replaced the Ohio Graduation
Test (OGT) in 2015, following a
sample assessment provided
by the Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for
College and Careers (PARCC)
in the spring of 2014. As these
changes are still fresh in Ohio
schools, students, teachers,
and community members are
still unaware of the different
factors and requirements
associated with each of them.
According to Tom Ash,
Director of Governmental
Relations at the Buckeye
Association of School
Administrators, the Ohio
Graduation Test, administered
to students at the end of their
sophomore year, was designed
to evaluate whether or not an
individual was well equipped
enough to enter college or
the workforce following high
school graduation. Seniors
graduating this May (class of
2017) only needed to pass

student response
when asked if
they thought
standardized tests
show a student’s
true learning ability.

10

MARCH 2017

Drawn By
Marissa Giordano
the OGT and their classes in
order to graduate. Juniors
graduating next year (class of
2018) now need to accumulate
enough points from the AIR
tests, as well as pass all of
their classes. One of the
driving factors of the OGT’s
removal were questions raised
by the Ohio Legislature and
education community as to
whether the Ohio Graduation
Test only assessed ninth
grade capability. The OGT
also failed to be adaptable to
online administration, and a
movement at the federal level
was the final blow that finally

knocked the Ohio Graduation
Test out of high schools. This
movement, known as the
“Race to the Top,” occurred in
2009 as the U.S. was coming
out of the recession. The idea
is that states would receive
financial incentive and have
access to more money if they
adopted “rigorous standards”
in English language arts, math,
and science. Ohio applied for
the race, received funding,
and introduced PARCC exams.
These tests-- given to grades
third through eighth and once
to high schoolers in English
language arts, math, and
science-- were administered in
either a paper-pencil or online
format. PARCC was designed
by national groups, allowing
all states to administer the
same exam and then compare
their results to other states’
performances. After complaint
over the amount of time tests
required, an Ohio budget bill
cut off all funding to PARCC
exams, replacing it with AIR

tests. These new exams were
now designed to be Ohio
specific, based on Ohio’s
learning standards.
Many question the
need and value for having
standardized tests. Kaleb
Goshorn, a sophomore at
WKHS believes “they are
pointless; they cut into our
actual learning and cover
topics we have never learned.”
Another student at WKHS,
Hailey Fulk, believes testing
is “dumb because it doesn’t
prove anything, especially
for kids who aren’t good test
takers.”

Another driving force,
arguably the most important
aspect of testing, is that
standardized tests evaluate
how a student is performing,
what they need to improve
on, and it gives parents and
teachers an idea of what
the next best option is for
their student or child. These
exams help Chris Woolard,
Senior Executive Director for
Accountability and Continuous
Improvement at the Ohio
Department of Education, see
how his children are learning:
“I have three kids of my own
who are in K-12 schools and

Statement by Tom Ash, A
Worthington Kilbourne
High School Student

“There’s probably nothing
more insane than to say
to an 18 year old, who’s
already earned a high
school diploma, I want
you to take this test and
do really well because if
you don’t, it’s gonna make
us look bad.”

students, parents, teachers
and district personnel good
information on how effective
we are being in ensuring
students are learning what
we are teaching.” There have
been arguments, however,
that Ohio’s standardized tests
are not adhering to these
principals.
These exams are meant
to give teachers feedback and
tell them what their individual
students need to become
better learners. Ash doesn’t
believe today’s standardized
tests give enough, or any,
informing instruction. If a
student was given a diagnostic
Photographed by Gracie Burford and Max Arnold
test in math, the test should
be able to tell the teacher
Kevin Johnson, Assistant they get those reports every
what that individual student
Principal at Worthington
year and it gives me a gauge
Kilbourne High School,
of how they’re doing, and that’s needs to become more
proficient in math; “these
explained that economics
important information.” This
tests don’t give that kind of
are a major reason for
feedback parents, students,
information. These tests are
standardized testing because
and educators are receiving
primarily for accountability,
having kids prepared for the
is what Tom Ash, Director of
except at the high school
workforce now is important,
Governmental Relations at
level, we make them high
but raising students who will
the Buckeye Association of
stakes because the feeling
be able to fill the new jobs
School Administrators, calls
is if we didn’t tie something
constantly being created will
“informing instruction.”
to them, students wouldn’t
have an economic benefit.
Jennifer Wene,
try to perform well.” As Ash
“There are new jobs that will
Worthington City Schools
puts it, “I have a better idea,
continue to be created and we Chief Academic Officer, also
quite frankly, we used to give
have to prepare students to
believes that standardized
something in [Ohio] a long
take these opportunities and
testing is beneficial. “I do
time ago called 12th grade
encourage them to fill these
feel that standardized tests
proficiency tests. And there’s
slots in the workforce.”
are helpful in providing
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probably nothing more insane
than to say to an 18 year old,
who’s already earned a high
school diploma, ‘I want you
to take this test and do really
well because if you don’t,
it’s gonna make us look bad.
But there is nothing about
these tests that will impact
in any way, the rest of your
life.’ Well, kids didn’t do well,
and they didn’t try very hard.
But then the last two years

they expected; however,
sure politicians understand
scores are much lower than
what’s going on in the actual
anticipated, making it hard
classroom.” This information is
for students to meet the state concerning to many students
standards.
		
and their families, as not
The 18 point requirement getting those 18 points puts
was determined by the State
them in a scramble to find
Board of Education, according
another alternative in order to
to Woolard, “there’s been a lot
graduate.
of discussion about this topic,
mainly stemming from the fact
that it’s the current juniors
“I try to just breath and
who are the first class that
tell myself that I can do
is tied to these graduation
it. This is very hard to do
requirements. Now that those
when you know if you
“I’m not mad or upset if I students are juniors, there’s
fail these tests then it
do poorly on standardized been a lot of discussion over
will ruin your chances of
the past couple of months
testing because I know
college [or] graduating
that they are very difficult. across the state around the
status of where all students
high school.”
The only part I’m mad
are, and some districts have
Anonymous Survey Response
about is that teachers and indicated their numbers are
lower than what they hoped
everyone else expect us
Other pathways to
they’d be.”
graduation include receiving
to do great on these and
Reported by the
remediation-free scores on
have a very unrealistic
Cincinnati Enquirer, one in two both the SAT and ACT, and
standard.”
juniors in the North College
getting a score of 12 points
Anonymous Survey Response
Hill City School district might
on a State-Board of Education
not graduate, and they’re not
approved industry-recognized
that they gave the test, there
was a scholarship offered. ‘If
you pass all five of these 12th
grade proficiency tests, we’ll
give you a $500 scholarship
toward any state college or
university that you wish to
attend.’ And all of a sudden,
miraculously, the passing rate
improved considerably.”
Requiring students
to get 18 points in order
to graduate, a number
with no scientific backing
according to Tom Ash, and
not expecting stress or poor
Photographed by Gracie Burford and Max Arnold
results is difficult to accept.
alone. In fact, 40-50 percent
credential and achieve a
The class of 2018, the first
of
Ohio’s
juniors
are
in
serious
workforce readiness score on
class to go through these
trouble,
according
to
West
the WorkKeys assessment,
new requirements, is stuck
Virginia
Illustrated.
North
an assessment based off
if they aren’t able to meet
College Hill City Schools
situations in the everyday
the standards. This wouldn’t
Superintendent,
Eugene
working world and evaluates
be as large of an issue if the
Blalock,
told
the
Cincinnati
a student’s “hard” and “soft”
state was getting the results
Enquirer, “I’m nervous. I’m not
skills. Jennifer Wene believes
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Graphic outlining the minimum point requirements for each subject (taken from the Ohio Department of Education website).
This graph shows how students recieve their scores in order to graduate.

that students shouldn’t be
stressed out about these tests.
“Theoretically students should
not feel stressed if their
teachers have focused their
learning on the standards
that are intended to be
assessed through the state
test. It is also a necessity
that the students engage in
the learning in a way that
facilitates their mastery of
the content taught.” What
many students are struggling
with, that professionals may
not understand, is that it’s
impossible for students to
not worry and stress over
assessments. Students may
be bad test takers, prohibiting
them from performing as well
as expected, or they may just
be worried about their future.
With regards to the
18 point requirement, that
might be changing sooner
than expected. The Ohio
State Superintendent set up
a Graduation Requirement
Work Group (January 2017)

and a State Assessment
Advisory Committee (March
2017) that are reviewing
the current graduation
requirements and the number
of state assessments. Their
discussions will help the
Work Group develop their
recommendation on whether
the points requirement should
be reduced, phased in over
time, or otherwise altered.
They are expected to make
their recommendations to the
State Board of Education at
its April meeting. The Advisory
Committee’s recommendation
on the number of assessments
is expected later this spring.
With ever changing
standardized tests and serious
requirements associated with
them, it’s important to to
keep up with all of the new

information regarding them.
These tests have more layers
than many expect, and failing
to meet their requirements
could prove detrimental to a
student’s future… at least for
now.

“[These tests] are
looking for ‘cookie-cutter’
responses which only
show that you know how
to get points.”
Anonymous Survey Response
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Compounding Benefits
By Chase Brown
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Undisciplined and Ignorant
Millenials are unprepared for financial decisions of
the future, and the ways to build wealth in a safe and
efficient way.
MARCH 2017

When you were a child,
money was one of the last things
on your mind. If you saw a Lego
set, a Barbie doll, or an action
figure on the shelf at the store
you wondered why you couldn’t
have it, and presumably cried
about it until your parents gave
in to you with that item. When
your parents didn’t give in to you
with the item you wanted, you
were confused that everything
you desired couldn’t be yours. The
obstacle standing in the way of
your parents buying you what you
wanted was money. Just because
your parents didn’t buy you your
favorite toy as a child doesn’t
mean they didn’t love you, it
means the toy didn’t fit into their
budget.
Unfortunately, the decision
whether or not to buy your child
a toy will be bestowed upon you
in the future, and if you don’t
have the correct financial plan,
you will most likely have to let
your kid down. This decision as
well as the many other financial
decisions that will be made in
your future can be made easier by
learning how to save your money.
Building wealth comes with many
options, so you should have an
individualized plan to help you
live within your means. Building
wealth doesn’t take brains; it takes
discipline and routine.
In high school, retirement
is far away and totally off your
radar. Although the system of
financial planning sounds easy, a
study conducted by Aon Hewitt, a
human resources company, found
that 83% of United States women
don’t have enough money saved
for retirement, compared to 74%
of men. Aon Hewitt projects that
women need 11.5 times their
pay to meet needs for retirement,
while men only need 10.6 times
their pay. The issue has become
so severe that GoBankingRates.

com and CNN money claim that
1 in 3 Americans have $0 saved
for retirement. This debt creates a
hole that many do not get out off.
Paying off debt, whether it be for
student loan, credit cards, or bills,
is important, but saving for your
future will create less stress down
the road.
Students at Worthington
Kilbourne (WKHS) responded to a
survey about their financial status,
60% of the participants said they
do not have a plan for building
wealth while in college, and 81%
have less than $2,000 saved in
their bank accounts. A savings of
$2,000 is nothing to live off of, and
with 42% of the participants said
that they will pay for all or most
of their college tuition and fees,
debt is creeping up fast. Without
having the correct financial plan,
attending college while paying
for the fees will make going to
college very strenuous, especially
if you want to retire and get
yourself out of debt in the future.

“Most people
dream of
retiring early
on a beach,
or playing golf
everyday,
or visiting
grandkids, and
starting young is
the way to get
there.”
-Andy Barton

Worthington Kilbourne
High School (WKHS) Basketball
Assistant Coach, Andy Barton, is
also the Senior Financial Advisor
at Libertas Wealth Management
Group. Barton is a Certified
Retirement Plan Counselor (CRPC)
and a Certified Financial Planner
(CFP). His roles at Libertas include
meeting with clients, presenting
a manipulating financial plans,
and advising clients where their
financial needs could be applied
into planning for the future.
Barton believes that the most
important question to ask yourself
before you start saving is asking
yourself “Do I ever want to retire?”
Assuming that the answer is yes,
Barton says “it is time to start
saving.” The earlier you can start
saving the better. Barton and other
advisors at Libertas encourage
their clients to be able to save
at least 15-20% of their income.
While this may seem unrealistic
for some high school students, it
will become easier as you create
the correct financial plan.
Saving money at an early
age has many benefits. “Most
people dream of retiring early
on a beach, or playing golf every
day, or visiting grandkids,” says
Barton, “and starting young is
the best way to get there.” The
earlier you start saving, the more
years there are for your money to
grow, in addition to the interest
that money grows with. Putting
away money after high school or
college begins a routine of saving.
You don’t have to make a lot of
money to start saving, you have
to prioritize where your money
is going, “instead of buying that
new $60 video game, or going out
to dinner and spending $30, you
could invest or save for the future”
says Barton. Saving 15-20% of
your income will better prepare
you for the future of finances.
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The biggest thing for high
school and college students is to
avoid the accumulation of credit
cards. Barton says he would rather
have students delay savings until
after college rather than invest in
credit cards. Credit cards can have
interest rates of 15-25% and can
“create an almost impossible hole
to dig out of.”
Mr. Jeffrey Vincent, a social
studies and economics teacher at
WKHS believes you must always
be intentional about your saving
and “pay yourself first.” He also
advises that you live off of what
is left over after saving your
income, not try to save what is
left over because “the day for
that never seems to come,” says
Vincent, “life happens and there
always seems to be ‘other’ issues
to spend your money on.” Paying
yourself takes a lot of discipline,
especially at a young age. There
are sacrifices to be made that can
help you save money. Vincent says
that teenagers see their money
disappear on too many payments
of “lunch and lattes.” Teenagers
don’t spend money on bigger, and
more expensive items “but these
$4-8 expenditures day after day
really add up, and next thing you
know is.... you’re broke.”
Realistic ways for students
in high school to start saving
money is to put away money from
your paycheck every week, but
as you grow older, the steps to
increasing your wealth become
more complex. Not only do you
need to live within or below
your means, or spending less
or as much money as you make,
you must also begin to look for

investment options. Ed Waldrop of
Edward Jones Investments works
with clients in Worthington on
how to build wealth by investing
their money in the appropriate
ways. Waldrop emphasizes that
“the best option for making
money is time” and to start saving
early, but also encourages his
clients to contribute to their
retirement through their place
of employment. Depending on
where you are employed, there are
many ways to contribute to your
retirement.
According to the IRS,
the most common options
include an Individual Retirement
Arrangements (IRAs), a pre-tax
or post-tax plan, a Roth IRA, a
tax-free distribution, a 401(k), a
qualified profit-sharing plan that
allows employees to contribute
a portion of wages to individual
accounts, or a 403(b), a qualified
profit-sharing plan similar to the
401(k), but is specific to public
officials or members of the
government pay roll. This list does
not include all the options for
investing in retirement, for there
are many more options, even some
that are company specific. All of
these investments will result in
your money growing with interest
or a match that will make saving
money for retirement much easier.
Saving money in more “liquid”
accounts, or accounts that can be
accessed with ease, like savings
or checking accounts are viable
options for keeping your money
secure, but will not help your
wealth grow.
Free is one of the most
satisfying words of the English

language. There’s a lot to love
about the word free, especially
when talking about finances.
Investing in retirement options
with an employer will help you
build wealth for future spending
and other financing options.
Retirement plans use compound
interest to help you build wealth.
Compound interest is “the most
powerful force in the universe”
says Waldrop. If you begin a plan
to start saving and investing early,
your money will have more years
to grow with compound interest.
This means that your money will
grow with the addition of interest
to the principal sum. More simply
put, this means that interest
is growing on interest. Or in a
more exciting way, free money is
growing on free money.
In America, there is a
can do attitude. Anything you
dream of you can achieve. The
same is said in finances. If you
want it, you deserve it. This is
not necessarily true. This attitude
will lead to overwhelming debt,
or even debt that will lead to
bankruptcy. Before making a
decision financially, see how
the purchase would fit into your
budget. Make sure to pay yourself
first, and prepare yourself for the
future. Building wealth doesn’t
take brains; it takes discipline and
routine. Have a plan and stick to
it, and your wealth will build and
make life down the road easier.
You will be able to retire early, and
enjoy the life you dreamt about
for the many years of hard work
and investing. Remember that it
is never too early to start saving
money, and keep the finish line in
sight.

“The best option for making money is time.”
-Ed Waldrop

INSTAGRAM
March

was an exciting time for
Worthington Kilbourne
High School.

1. Madsyn Selph went to BYU Creamery at
Brigham Young University in Utah.

1. @madsynselph

2. @abbysouder

3.
@wkhs_girltalk

2. Abby Souder and Sarah Garrison went
to the Thomas Rhett Concert at the Wright
State Nutter Center.
3. Girl Talk collected clothing to make
headbands for girls at Nationwide Children’s
Hospital. Spring Cleaning your closet and
want to get rid of your used clothing?
Donate or sell your gently used clothing. The
Fashion Industry is one of the top polluters
GLOBALLY!

4. @alexsheppard7

5. @casscouch

4. Seniors Alex Sheppard and Keegan Sweet
pose for a picture.
5. Seniors Cassidy Crouch and Anna
Thompson are excited for their upcoming
musical, “How to Succeed In Buisness
Without Really Trying”.
6. Fellow Ravine Journalist, Cassady Watson
went to Chicago to celebrate her 18th
birthday with some of her closest friends
and family members. Here she is pictured at
“The Bean”.
7. Here Cassidy Crouch, Kayla Beals, and
Hunter Hutchings are starting to figure
out who their future roommates will be in
college in the fall.

6. @cassadywatson

8. @_kaitlyn_watson_

7. @casscouch

9. @acidicashe

8. Kaitlyn Watson and Lauren Kendall
enjoyed a sweet treat from Handel’s Ice
Cream in Powell.
9. Katie Jenkins and Ella Spitznogle took a
picture after the Orchestra recieved all 1
ratings at their recent competition.
10. Winter hasn’t stopped students from
being adventurous and hiking through the
snow.
11. Madsyn Selph’s dog peaches always
enjoys a good photo shoot.

10. @ lo.anderson
Want to be featured in the
next edition of The Ravine?
Follow us on
@wkhsravine
11. @ madsynselph on Instagram!

The Future

*all photos courtesy of Google Creative Commons
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of Shopping
A look inside the changing mindset of a
shopper that is causing concerns for the
future of malls as we know it.
By Katie Semmelroth and Cassady Watson

I

n 1989, Columbus City Center (City Center) Mall
opened its doors, according to ColumbusCEO.com.
City Center was the first of its kind in Columbus and
even Ohio. It revolutionized shopping and included
over 1.2 million square feet of shopping space. This
mall included Lazarus, Marshall Fields, Jacobsons, and
other department stores of the 1990’s. This complex
turned shopping into a destination and allowed for
millions of visitors to enjoy the mall.
So what led to
the decline and ultimate
closure of this mall?
A variety of reasons can
account for the decline and
closure of The City Center,
including the opening of
other, more convenient
malls and the way in which
the consumer has changed.
Don Taylor, a
communication specialist
for Worthington Schools
shopped at City Center.
Taylor, a Lancaster native,
described going to City
Center as a “big trip to
Columbus to shop and see
the large department stores
and glass elevators that
made up the mall.”

Once he moved to
Columbus he continued
to shop at City Center but
eventually stopped once
Polaris and Tuttle opened.
He says that “like himself,
most people ended up
living in the suburbs
and didn’t need to head
downtown to shop.” Despite
this, Taylor believes that
“City Center could do
better today with more
people living downtown.”
As Columbus and its
suburbs expanded, so did
businesses. In 1997, Tuttle
Mall opened and two years
later, so did Easton.

In 2001, Polaris Mall
opened and in just a short
span of time, shopping as
we know it has changed
drastically (ColumbusCEO.
com).
Charles Vermillion,
60 year resident of
Columbus, stated that
“when I was a kid, malls
didn’t exist how they do
today. I remember going to
places like JC Penney and
local stores in the area.”
Vermillion also went on
to add that “the first mall I
can remember going to was
Westland mall on the West
side of Columbus.”
Within five years, three
large malls closer to
suburbs on the north
side of Columbus opened,
making City Center both
inconvenient and not
unique. As these malls
gained in popularity, many
retailers tried to expand
their companies to have
locations in the three new
malls, along with malls
like Eastland, Westland
and City Center. Having
five or six stores seemed
like a good idea at first

Aug. 18, 1989

Jul. 11, 1997

June 1999

Oct. 2001

City Center
opens

Tuttle opens

Easton opens

Polaris opens
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but slowly decreased in
popularity. This led to a lot
of changes in storefronts
that eventually lead to
vacant spaces. The older
malls were going down in
popularity and struggling
to stay open. City Center no
longer appealed to those in
the suburbs as they didn’t
need to drive in the city
to purchase clothes and
goods. In 2009, the almost
vacant city center closed for
good.
Although these
three malls were thriving
with Columbus shoppers,
today’s trends tell a
different story. Technology
has evolved in ways never
thought possible and
has allowed shopping to
become digitalized as well.
People are able
to purchase anything
and everything without
ever leaving their house.
Could malls be considered
things of the past? With
the capability to purchase
clothes online and return
them if they don’t fit,
many people find malls
unnecessary. Driving in

mid 2004

Lazarus in
City Center
closes

traffic, waiting in long
lines, and being around
throngs of people can all be
avoided with just a phone
and credit card.
Alison Ezell,
Worthington Kilbourne
Senior, stated that she
prefers online shopping
“because there are more
options and it’s more
convenient.”
Big department
stores, such as Macy’s, JC
Penney, and Sears, are
among those feeling the
effects of this new type
of shopping. According
to Bryan Fletcher, Senior
Strategic Analyst for
Washington Prime Group,
which is the parent
company of Polaris Mall,
stated that “department
stores are in a bit of a rut
currently.” He doesn’t think
that they will completely
“die”, but rather that they
will adapt and change like
most things do.
Fletcher also went
on the add that he has seen
a multitude of bankruptcies
and closings in the past
year. “Sports Authority,

Mar. 5, 2009

City Center closes/plans to build
Columbus Commons

Jan. 2017

Limited closes
all stores

Aeropostale, Sears/Kmart,
Macy’s, American Apparel,
BCBG, HHGregg, Wet Seal,
and The Limited all have
been affected either by
bankruptcy or decline
in business operations”
Fletcher stated when
talking about bankruptcies
and closings not specific to
Polaris.
One way malls
are already adapting to
this new shopper is by
implementing Amazon
return centers in their
mall kiosks. According to
Fletcher, “essentially they
are self serving kiosk’s
(like an ATM) that allow
someone to pickup or
return a product they
ordered online via amazon.”
Time will only tell
the ultimate fate of malls
and department stores.
Like everything in life,
things and people change
as time goes on. Things
like technology are always
changing affecting the
lifestyles of those who use
it.

present-day

Amazon “kiosks”
to open
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How to Make a High School Powerhouse
By Parker Wereb and RJ Mehan
The term “powerhouse”
is frequently used in the world of
sports but what exactly does it
mean?
According to the MerriamWebster Dictionary a powerhouse
is “an athletic team characterized
by strong aggressive play”
To be considered a
powerhouse in high school sports
you must, “be an athletic team that
is consistently competing in the
upper levels of [your] various sport
in the state tournament”, according
to Worthington Kilbourne High
School Football Coach Vince
Trombetti.
The culture and tradition
surrounding a powerhouse team is
a vital aspect of becoming a great
team, and taking home the wins as
a team.
Having a good culture
means that the community,
team members, parents, coaches,
volunteers, etc., involved in your
program are positive and are
always pushing each other towards
whatever goals the program has.
Traditions can really be
anything from the infamous “OHIO” chant associated with The Ohio
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State University or a team meal

harder you work the better you

before a game.

become. In order to become

Each sport at every school

a powerhouse you must have

should have a unique culture and

a culture where players are

specific traditions involved in that

motivated to work hard and go the

culture in order to allow the team

extra mile for their teammates.

members to feel comfortable, and
as a whole.
One of the most important

Nick Clay, a returning
starter for Kilbourne’s state
champion lacrosse team said

things a high school can do to

a lot of work has to be done in

help it become a powerhouse in

the offseason to prepare for the

any sport is involve middle and

upcoming season, “we put in a

elementary school kids in their

lot of hard work in the gym, late

culture.

nights, on the turf, and lifting to
The easiest and most

effective way to do this is by
getting them to come and watch
the games. By doing this, a school
can familiarize their future players
with the program and get them
excited to play for their school.
Mat Taylor, the head coach
of the (at the time) undefeated
Skyline High School Spartans

prepare for the season”.

The last important
cultural factor in making
your team successful is
discipline. Teams that stick
to the program and where
every player not only knows
their job, but does it to the
best of their ability, are the
best teams around.

football team, told MyNorthwest.
com “The kids grow up wearing
Spartan heads. They have replica
jerseys that look just like ours…
Friday night, drive around on the
Plateau here and you’ll see, easily, a
couple hundred kids with a Spartan
jersey on”.
It’s no secret that the

Westerville South High School
Logo, a Central Ohio high-school
powerhouse

Below are some of the best division one high school football and
boys basketball teams in the past 10 years.
Division One Boys Basketball State Champions (Ohio)
2016- Westerville South (57) Lima Senior (55)

2011- LaSalle (59) Northland (40)

2015- Huber Heights Wayne (65)
Westerville South (57)

2010- Massilon Jackson (57) Cincinati Moeller (34)

2014-Lakewood St. Edward (62) Upper Arlington (58)

2009- Northland (60) Princeton (58)

2013- Mentor (76) Toledo Rogers (67)

2008- Newark (65) Lakewood St. Edward (52)

2012- Pickerington Central (45) Toledo Whitmer (40)

2007- Cincinati Archbishop Moeller (43)
Cincinati St. Xavier (40)

“Playing high-school powerhouses is hard
because you know you will get every teams’
best shot every game and you have
to be ready for that”
-Nick Clay,
state champion lacrosse player

Division One Football State Champions (Ohio)
2016- Cincinnati St. Xavier (27) Cleveland St. Ignatius (20)

2011- Cleveland St. Ignatius (34)
Pickerington Central (13)

2015-Lakewood St. Edward (45) Huber Heights Wayne (35)

2010- Lakewood St. Ignatius (35)
Huber Heights Wayne (28)

2014- Lakewood St. Edward (31) Huber Heights Wayne (21)

2009- Hilliard Davidson (16) Cleveland Glenville (15)

2013- Cincinnati Archbishop Moeller (55) Mentor (52)

2008- Cleveland St. Ignatius (28) Cincinnati Elder (20)

2012- Cincinnati Archbishop Moeller (20)
Toledo Whitmer (12)

2007-Cincinnati St. Xaiver (27) Mentor (0)
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March Madness

Written by Kaleb Dave

Artwork by Marissa Giordano

Gonzaga Bulldogs

March is one of the best

times of the year for collegiate
sports fans. It is the beginning
of March Madness where 68
teams will battle for a national
championship. This tournament is
full of upsets, cinderella stories,
and some players who look to
show scouts what they can do
before they move on to the next
level. This is also the time where
people will attempt to make a
bracket planning out how they
believe the tournament will end
up. It is very hard to construct a
perfect bracket and usually needs
more luck than skill.
There are a lot of fan
favorite teams returning to make
their mark in the tournament
this year. According to ESPN one
of these teams is the Kansas
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Jayhawks. It seems as though
every year we talk about Kansas
being in this tournament. Frank
Mason III and Josh Jackson are
averaging a combined 36.3
points per game and have
shown that they are the best
backcourt in college basketball
right now. Kansas has also been
ranked number one by the
Associated Press for the last
week of the regular season.
Another team coming
off a great regular season is
Gonzaga. Gonzaga only lost
one game during the season
and they have showed they
can play real team basketball.
They are 6th in the country
for rebounding per game and
8th in points allowed. People
argue that their conference has
had no competition this year

North Carolina Tar Heels

but that hasn’t stopped them
from being a top 5 team in the
AP Poll all year long. Their star
player guard Nigel WilliamsGoss averages 16.7 points per
game and 4.7 assists per game.
Another top seed that
is always a favorite is North
Carolina. North Carolina is
another great team that seems
to be on top of the food chain
every year. They have six losses
and 5 have come from ranked
teams. The Tar Heels have one
of the best tournament records
by any school with 117 wins
and 45 losses as well as five
championships. They are top five
nationally, averaging 18 assists
per game which is fourth in the
country. They also average 43.8
rebounds per game which is

Kansas Jayhawks

number 1 in the country. Forward
Justin Jackson and guard Joel Berry
II hope to carry UNC to another
championship after falling short
last year in the championship
game. The final top seeded team
and also the defending champions
are the Villanova Wildcats.
Villanova won the
tournament as a second seed last
year on a buzzer beater against
North Carolina. Now they are back
and looking for a repeat of last
year. They have returning starters
including Kris Jenkins who hit the
game winner last year and leading
scorer Josh Hart who averages 18.6
points per game and 3.2 assists.
Some of the players hope
to compete in this tournament and
help their draft stock rise. One big
freshman star that has received

Villanova Wildcats

a lot of hype this year is Lonzo
Ball. Lonzo Ball is guard for UCLA
and most people see him as a
game changer for the NBA. He
also has two younger brothers at
Chino Hills High School who have
also been surrounded with the
hype. Ball averages 14.8 points
per game, 6.2 rebounds and 7. 8
assists.
Another freshman who
may be going pro next year is
Josh Jackson. Jackson is a forward/
guard for the Kansas Jayhawks.
Jackson has had some of off-court
problems this year which might
make a decline in his draft stock
but he can use this tournament
to build trust with NBA teams.
Jackson averages 16.4 points
per game,7.2 rebounds and 3.1
assists.

Another player who seems
to be very underrated this year is
Malik Monk. Monk is a Freshmen
guard for the Kentucky Wildcats.
Monk has helped carry the Wildcats
to a good season, yet still seems to
have fallen short to other players
in the draft. Monk averages a solid
21.2 points per game and hopes to
help the Wildcats make a run for
a title. One player that won’t play
in the tournament but looks like
he will be drafted number one is
Markelle Fultz. A lot of people are
sad they can’t see Fultz play more
games but his team was the worst
in their conference with a record
of 9-22. The freshman guard from
Washington managed to show any
NBA scouts that he is a good fit
for an NBA team. He averages 23.2
points per game, 5.7 rebounds
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and 5.9 assists.
The best part of the
tournament is the underdogs that
pick up some wins. Everyone
loves a cinderella story but
sometimes they hard to predict.
There are a lot of teams this
year that could possibly be that
underdog that makes a run. The
Vermont Catamounts have went
a 21 game win streak to end the
season. Although the competition
is sparse in their conference any
team that can win 21 games in
a row should not be overlooked.
Another good underdog is the
Princeton Tigers. The Tigers won
the Ivy League championship and
they haven’t lost a game since
December 20th.
The Tigers will start off
against Notre Dame. Marquette is
also looking to make an impact
on the tournament. They have the
highest three point percentage
in the tournament, which can
be decimating for any opposing
team.
Another team to look out
for is Michigan who just came off
two big wins against Wisconsin
and Purdue to win the big ten
championship. Also, beware of
Middle Tennessee. They have
already beat some teams in the
tournament such as Vanderbilt
and have looked pretty good all
season.
Finally, Rhode Island looks
to make their mark this season on
the tournament. They have a lot
of veteran players that have built
chemistry together over the past
couple years and they were only
two games away from taking the
top spot in their conference.
Ohio State has once again
missed the tournament this year
which makes WKHS students root
for other teams. This is the second
year in a row that the Buckeyes
will miss the tournament
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although Coach Thad Matta
has guaranteed that he will
stay for the next season. The
Buckeyes have 11 Final Four
appearances with a 55-30
tournament record and 1
championship season in 1960.
Fans are starting to become
frustrated with the team’s
performance the past two
years but some, like freshman
Riley Lewis, are managing to
find a bright side through the
turmoil. “It is frustrating that
they’re not as good as they are
other years but I think they are
going to figure something out
soon that will get them back
on track”.
Some WKHS students
have some bold predictions of
who they think will win this
year and why. Jack Ellis,
sophomore, believes in the
Duke Blue Devils, his favorite
team. “Yeah we had a bad
season but that hasn’t stopped
them from winning before.
They have one of the greatest
basketball coaches ever and I
think they’ll pull it together.”
Joey McQuade believes
that North Carolina will be the
winner easily. “They’re amazing
every year and it seems like
they’re always in the Final
Four. They almost won last
year if it wasn’t for a buzzer
beater.”
Eric Campbell also says
they will win. “ They’ll come
back for revenge after losing
last year”.
Brian Turner, a senior
at WKHS, says that UCLA will
win because they have the
best player on their team.
“Lonzo Ball is definitely the
best player in the country. He’ll
carry them home”.
Students will also
be looking to make the
perfect bracket which is close
to impossible. According

to SportsDay, companies were
projected to lose 1.9 billion dollars
in employee productivity during
March Madness. When people make
the bracket they have to make the
decision of going by statistics or
chance. The chances of coming
out with a perfect bracket is 1 in
9.2 quintillion. Sophomore, Kaleb
Goshorn, says that he made a
bracket for the first time last year.
“I don’t watch the games during
the regular season. Last year I just
made my bracket picking some
good teams to win and sprinkled in
a couple upsets. It turned out pretty
good but it wasn’t perfect.”
There are a lot of tips to trying to
make the best bracket possible.
One tip is try not to pick a 16 seed
to win. 16th seeds are 0-128 in
tournament history against the #1
seed. Also according to SportsDay,
12 of the last 13 champions have
the primary team color of blue.
Another weird statistic is that the
last time a coach without an I in
his name won a championship was
in 1997. If you are trying to find an
upset to pick in your bracket keep
in mind that upsets are usually
made by the 10,11 and 12 seeds
and 12 seeds account for the most
upsets out of the three, so picking
a 12 over a five is not such a bad
idea. Also keep in mind that most
champions of the tournament shoot
a three-point percentage of 35% or
higher.
This year looks like it
will be another great year for the
tournament. Once again people will
be tuning in to a couple weeks of
great games and watch as young
men look to make their mark and
win a title for their school. Some
players look to show pro scouts that
they are ready for the next level.
Others look to put their school
on the map and make a name for
themselves. The games will begin
on March 14 and the championship
will be on April 3.

The High School Recruiting Process
By Reid Katz

Kilbourne Senior, Dominic Frengel,
taking a swing against Rival Dublin Scioto High School,
photo courtesy Dominic Frengel

“There may be people that have more talent
than you, but there’s no excuse for anyone to
work harder than you do.”
–Derek Jeter
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In the United States

there are eight million high school students
participating in athletics, according to NCAA.
Out of those eight million athletes, only
around 500,000 will go on to continue to play
their sport in college.
To some student athletes, playing
their sport at the college or professional
level is just a dream. However, some of those
dreamers are able to make their dreams come
true with hard work, a good attitude, and
determination.
The athletes that are able to continue
their sport at the next level have to show
great persistence, work ethic, focus, and
leadership potential.
There is a process to getting recruited,
and there things that the athletes themselves
need to do to increase their chances of getting
recruited.
The first step to getting recruited is
receiving letters from any college wanting to
recruit you. Colleges are looking for generic
numbers, like height and weight, 40 yard dash
times, weightlifting numbers, or any sport
specific numbers.
These initial letters may come with
questionnaires asking question further form a
relationship with the athlete.
It is important that the athlete
responds to these letters and fills out the
college’s questionnaires. This shows that you
are interested, and grateful for the college to
reach out to you.
Kilbourne senior, Dominic Frengel,
started receiving his initial letters of
recruitment at the beginning of his junior
year. Frengel stated that he was. ¨extremely
grateful to receive these letters.¨ Frengel also
added that, ¨receiving those letters pushed me
to work harder, because it has always been my
dream to play baseball in college.¨ Frengel
will be playing baseball at Ohio Dominican
University in the spring next year.
After the letters colleges begin to start
evaluating all of their potential recruits. A key
thing that colleges look at in their potential
recruits is “potential.” If colleges think that you
have all of the natural talent and they can
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coach you into the player they want you to be,
then they will want to recruit you.
The next step in the recruiting process
is having coaches come watch you in person,
going on official visits, and coaches contacting
you personally. If an athlete reaches this
step in the recruiting process, it shows that
the program is genuinely interested in you,
and it is important to really get to know the
program.
The next step in the recruiting process
can be the most exciting for the athlete. At
this point in the process, the coaches have
done their evaluations, and are ready to start
handing out scholarships and offers. For many
athletes, hearing from a school that they want
them to play at the next level is a dream come
true.
All the hard work throughout the years
has paid off, all of the blood, sweat, and tears
have gotten them the offer of playing sports
in college. Some athletes will receive their
offers sooner than others.
Kilbourne Senior, Brock Wajda, recently
committed to play baseball at Bluffton
University. Wajda said that he, “did not start
receiving letters from colleges saying they
were interested in me to play for them”
until his senior year. Wajda also added that
receiving the scholarships, ¨made me feel
ecstatic because all the years of hard work
that I have put into baseball had finally paid
off.¨
Worthington Kilbourne High School
has had numerous student athletes be offered
scholarships to play sports at the next level.
Just this year alone, the class of 2017 has had
many students commit to go on to play at the
next level.
Playing sports in college is a huge
achievement. Every athlete that is playing
right now, or has played any sport in college
deserves a great deal of respect. You are part
of the six percent that goes on to live your
dream.
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